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PREFA.OE. 



The Author of these Essays is aware, that many 
valuable books have been written in defence of the 
doctrine of a full salvation, by men eminent for piety 
and learning ; and that these books have answered, to 
a considerable extent, the end for which they were 
written, he is both free and happy to admit. He, ne- 
vertheless, hopes that his well-meant effort, however 
feeble, to support the standard of the Christian charac- 
ter, will be acoeptable to those who are most interested 
in the welfare of mankind, and especially to such as 
are earnestly seeking-to apprehend that for which God 
hath apprehended them ; to be oon&rmed to his moral 
likeness. 

His object, in the following pages, is to urge upon 
Christian believers the necessity and importance of 
" leaving the principles of the doctrine of Christ," and 
going ''on unto perfection," -that they may be ''filled 
with all the fulness of God," and tonish indubitable 
evidence of the attainableness of entire sanctification. 

As the doctrine taught in the following pages is far 
from being popular, the Author can hardly expect that 
it will meet with universal credence. But were it 
possible to prove it to be false ; could it be demon- 
strated that the Bible teaches the nQ<M«VKci ^s^^^^^*^ 



IV. 



•f indireUing sin until defttfa, and tbatall the argaments 
wliich kaT« been deemed fiiToiinble to entire aenotifi- 
cation, are fiUlaeious and ineoncfaiaiTe ; ^ eren then," 
saja B. Treffirj, **the meet aerious aocnaation that 
could be miaaonaUy praleiTed against the adToeates of 
thia doetrine, wonld be that of entertaining too exalted 
a Tiew of the character of Ghriatianity, and that of ex- 
pecting more from its influence in the present wt>rld 
than thej can possibly reaUxe. And iHiether these are 
OTila of such magnitude and preTalenoe as to merit 
rwj aettena cenaure^ the Author leaTSs to be deter- 
mined bj those who deem themsdiss competent 
judges,** 

The Author professes no new light — broaches no 
new theorr ; his Tiews, as fiur as he understands the 
subject, are in accordance with those set forth in the 
I>eed Poll of the PrimitiTe MethodiBt Connexion, and 
in accordance with the Holy Scriptures. As the writer 
purely designs to maintain the cause of IHyine truth 
and adTance the interests of poaonal holiness, he 
hopes that Qod will gi^e his Uessiog with this feeble 
efl^ ; and if these ends be answered, then he will 
say with the royal Ftalmist, ** Not unto us, Lord,, 
not unto us, but unto thy name giro glory. 

Mmy 18<A, 1869. 
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I Thebsalonians v. 23, 24. 

"And the vert God of peace sanctify 
Tou wholly; and I pray God tour whole 
spirit and soul and body be preserved 
blameless unto the coming of our lord 
Jesus Christ. Faithful is he that cal- 
leth you, who also will do itJ' 
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ENTIRE SANCTIFIGATION EXPLAINED. 



PBBLIXINARY BEICABXS — BANCmPIOATTOKy ITS MEAN> 
IKO DBPINBD — THB TBXtK APPLIBD TO THINGS — 
TO FBBS0N8 — TO OKBIBTIAN BBLIXYXBS OENBRALLT 
— DR. A. CLABKB'S DBFINITIOM^J. WBSLBT's RE- 
MABKS— BNTIBE 8AN0TIFICATION DBPINBD— 'WHOLLIC' 
EXPLAINED BY DB. A. OLABKB — BNTIBB 8ANCTIFICA- 
TION IS A DBATH UNTO SIN — ^PBBPECT LOVB — BYBBT 
PART OP A MAN MAT BB SANGTIPIBD — PBAY THAT IT 
HAY BB BBALIZBD— BNOOUBAOBD TO BBLIBYB POR 
IT NOW. 

It is lamentable that many professing 
Ohristians stagger at the doctrine of entire 
sanctification, and others try to modify the 
Scriptural terms bearing on the subject, in 
such a manner, as matellially to injure their 
practical influence. And there are oNiiet^N^*^ 
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admit the truth of the doctrine, but are very 
little concerned for its attainment. What- 
ever others say on the question, let us rest 
on the truth of God, the provision of the 
atonement, and the promises of the Gospel 
for eLfnUffree, aad present salvation. 

It is the will of God that we should be 
freed from all iniquity, and entirely conse- 
crated to God's service. To accomplish this 
full salvation, God sent his only begotten Son 
to procure it, and to publish it t6 the world. 
When he made his appearance amongst man- 
kind, he said, " I am come that they might 
have life, and that they might have it more 
abundantly.'' And being wishful to lead his 
disciples to the possession of entire holiness, 
he said, "Be ye therefore perfect, even as 
your Father in heaven is perfect." And to 
stimulate them ta its pursuit and enjo3ment, 
he pointed out its benefits : ^' Blessed are the 
pure in heart, for they shall see God." And, 
finally, to make us complete, " He gave him- 
self for us, that he might redeem us firom all 
iniquity, and purify unto himself a peculiar 
people, zealous of good works." 

The same important doctrine of a full sal^ 
vation was taught 1f|^ the apostles, and some- 
times eiqpreseed in their prayers. St. Paul, 
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when addressing the Corinthians, said, '' Hav- 
ing therefore these promises, dearly beloved, 
let us cleanse ourselves from all filthiness of 
the flesh and spirit, perfecting holiness in the 
fear of God," 2 Cor. vii. 1. The same ad- 
vancing and holy truth, he taught to the He- 
brews, namely, to leave the principles of the 
doctrine of Christ, and go on unto perfection, 
Heb. vi. 1-3 ; and that they might enjoy these 
exalted blessings, he presented to God the 
following prayer in their behalf: " Now the 
God of peace, that brought again from the 
dead our Lord Jesus Christ, that great Shep- 
herd cf the sheep, through the blood of the 
everlasting covenant, make you perfect in 
every good work to do his will, working in 
you that which is well pleasing in his sight, 
through Jesus Christ ; to whom be glory for 
ever and ever. Amen,'* Heb. xiii. 20, 21. 
He also implored Heaven for the same bless- 
ing to be granted to the Thessalonians : 
** And the very God of peace sanctify you 
wholly ; and I pray God your whole spirit, 
and soul, and body, be presented blameless 
imto the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ.'* 

The necessity of living in the enjoyment of 
entire holiness is fully fitted by the great 
Apostle in this chapter, (1 Thess. v.\va^\ixOtt. 
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he shows the shortness and uncertainty of 
time, and the solemn and important eyents 
connected with eternity ; and hj these troths 
he tried to induce the Thessalonians con- 
stantly to maintain a state of readiness to 
meet the Lord ; and, finally, he poured out 
the prayer of ihetezt for ihier entire sanctifi- 
cation. 

WhtU is impUed in being sancUfisd, an4 in 
being whoUy sanctified / 

Sanctification is a word by which holiness 
is frequently expressed in the sacred Scrip- 
tures. To sanctify, signifies to separate an ob- 
ject from a comman use, and to devote it to a holy 
and religious use. The object thus set apart 
and devoted, is said to be sanctified — ^to be 
made holy. The term is used by Moses to 
describe the Sabbath, " And God blessed the 
seventh day and sanctified it : because that 
in it, he had rested from all his works which 
God created and made," Gen. ii. 3. Here we 
have the primary meaning and use of the 
word fully presented. The seventh day was 
set apart from the other days of the week, was 
blessed by God, was devoted to rest and re- 
ligious purposes. The Jewish tabernacle and 
temple, together with all the utensils em- 
ployed in the rites of worship, are said to 
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have been Sanctified. Lev. viii. 13 ; Matt, 
xxiii. 17-19. 

The word is also applied to persons as well as 
things. Aaron and his sons, and their suc- 
cessors throughout the whole period of the 
Jewish economy, are said to have been sanc- 
tified. Lev. viii. 12 ; Exo. xxx. 30, 31. Those 
persons chosen to minister in holy things, 
were separated from the common people, and 
from the ordinary pursuits of life, and by 
various solemn rites devoted to their sacred 
offices. Hence they were said to be sanctified 
to God. In the New Testament, our Lord 
also uses the term, where he says, " For their 
sakes I sanctify myself," that is, I separate 
and dedicate myself to be a sacrifice to God 
for them, " that they also may be sanctified 
through the truth," that is, that they may be 
cleansed from the guilt and pollution of sin, 
John xvii. 19. 

The term, sanctification, without qualification, 
is frequently applied by the apostle Paul to Chris- 
tian believers generally ; for they are separated 
from the world and sin, and actually devoted 
to the service and glory of God. In his First 
Epistle to the Corinthians, he speaks of them 
as sanctified : " Unto the church of God 
which is at Corinth, to them t\ia\. «£^ ^«aR.>ar 
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fied in Christ Jesus, called to be saints, with 
all that in every place call upon the name of 
Jesus Christ, our Lord, both theirs and 
ours." And in speaking of the happy change 
which the Corinthians had received, he says, 
" Ye are washed, ye are sanctified, ye are jus- 
tified in the name of om* Lord Jesus, and by 
the Spirit of our God." Thus, Christian be- 
lievers who are separated from the world and 
sin, and regenerated by Divine grace, are 
often, in the writings of the Apostle, called 
" holy" and " sanctified." Mr. Wesley says, 
" the term sanctified is continually applied 
by St. Paul to all that were justified. By 
this term alone, he rarely ever means saved 
from all sin ; and that, consequently, it is not 
proper to use it in that sense, without adding 
the word * wholly,* * entirely,* or the like,** as 
in the text, " May the very God of peace sanc- 
tify you wholly.** 

The passage just quoted implies that the Thes- 
salonian believers were sanctified to a considera- 
ble extent, but not wholly sanctified ; that is, 
they were separated from the practice of sin, 
from the love of sin, from the guilt of sin, and 
dedicated to God*s service. Thus far, all 
Christian believers who are justified and re- 
generated are sanctified, but not wholly sane- 
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tified. "The word 'sanctify/" says Dr. 
Clarke, " has two meanings : — 1. It signifies 
to consecrate, to iseparate from earth and com- 
mon use, and to devote and dedicate to God 
and his service. 2. It signifies to make holy 
or pure." It is in this latter sense, that the 
justified Christian is defective ; he is not 
made entirely holy or pure. Already he is a 
believer, his sins are pardoned ; but he is 
only a babe, and is directed to advance from 
a babe to a young man, and to a father in 
Christ Jesus. We would by no means un- 
dervalue the blessing of justification; for 
then ** we have peace with God through our 
Lord Jesus Christ," a peace that passeth all 
understanding ; and " rejoice in hope of the 
glory of God," " with joy unspeakable and 
full of glory." 

" And at the same time that we are justi- 
fied," says Wesley, " yea in that very mo- 
ment, sanctification begins. In that instant 
we are bom again, bom from above, bom of 
the Spirit : there is a real as well slssl relative 
change. We are inwardly renewed by the 
power of God. We feel ' the love of God 
shed abroad in our hearts by the Holy Ghost 
which is given unto us/ producing love to all 
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mankind, and more especially to the children 
of God. 

" How naturally do those who experience 
such a change imagine that all sin is gone, 
that it is utterly rooted out of their hearts, 
and has no more any place therein. How 
easily do they draw that inference, ' I feel no 
sin, therefore I have none ; it does not stir, 
therefore it does not exist ; it has no motion, 
therefore it has no being.' " 

" But it is seldom long before they are un- 
deceived, and find sin wiis only suspended, 
not destroyed. Temptations return and sin 
revives ; showing it was but stunned before, 
not dead. They now feel two principles in 
themselves, plainly contrary to each other — 
* the flesh lusting against the Spirit' — nature 
opposing the grace of God. They cannot 
deny that although they still feel power to 
believe in Christ and to love God, and al- 
though his ' Spirit [still] witnesses with 
their spirit, that they are the children of 
God,' yet they feel in themselves sometimes 
pride or self-will, sometimes anger or unbe- 
lief. They feel one or more of these stirring 
in their hearts though not conquering ; yea, 
perhaps thrusting sore at them that they may 
fall ; but the Lord is their help." 
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Though we admit that the term " sanctified'' 
is frequently appled hy St. Paul to justified 
persons, yet there is a higher state of sanctifica- 
tUm, denominated " sanctified wholly" which is 
attainable in this life. This is a complete se- 
paration from sin, and an entire dedication 
to God. It is a separation not only from sin- 
ful hahits and practices, but from sinful tem- 
pers and inclinations — yea, from sin of every 
kind, so far as we are conscious of its exis- 
tence ; and it is an entire consecration of the 
whole man, spirit, soul, and body, to God ; so 
that no part of our energies is diverted from 
his service by the intervention of any known 
sin of either heart or life. It is this which 
makes the believer a perfect man in Christ 
Jesus. All sin being desti'oyed, he loves God 
with all his soul, with all his mind, and with 
all his strength, and his neighbour as him 
self. This is the perfection of all the graces 
of the Spirit, and is the fulfilling of the law, 
Eom. xiii. 10. These views are similar to 
those of the venerable Wesley and the devout 
Fletcher. " The word * wholly,* (ohteleis, 
Gr./' says Dr. Clarke, " means precisely the 
same as our phrase, to all intents and purposes. 
May he sanctify you to the end and to the 
uttermost, that as sin hath reigned unto deoxK, 
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even so may grace reign through rigJUeoutnsu 
unto eternal life, by Jesus Christ our LardJ* 

This entire sanctijication the Apostle descnhee 
as being a death to sin and a life to rigkteout' 
ness : " What shall we say then ? Shall we 
oontinae in sin that grace may abocmd? 
God forhid. How shall we that are dead to 
sin live any longer therein ? Know ye not 
that so many of us as were baptized unto 
Jesus Christ, were baptized unto his death. 
* ♦ ♦ Now if we be dead with Christy we 
believe ^that we shall also live with him : 
knowing that Christ, being raised from the 
dead, dieth no more ; death hath no more 
dominion over him. For in that he died, he 
died unto sin once : but in that he liveth, he 
liveth unto God. Likewise reckon ye also 
yourselves to be dead indeed unto sin but 
alive unto God through Jesus Christ our 
Lord," Rom. vi. 1-11. Dead indeed, or in 
truth dead unto sin, but alive unto God 
through our Lord Jesus Christ. Thank 
God ! there is full provision made for our en- 
tire holiness by the atonement and mediation 
of Christ, and it only remains for us to make 
proper application that we may possess this 
inestimable blessing. 

To the attainment of entire holiness, the Apop- 



EXPLAIHED. 19 

tie wrged the Christicm church at Corinth, say- 
ing, ** Having therefore these promises, 
dearly beloved, let us cleanse ourselves from 
all filthiness of the flesh and spirit, perfect- 
ing holiness in the fear of God," 9 Cor. vii. 
1. Here the Apostle speaks of entire sano- 
tiflcation as embracing two parts ; first, the 
eradication of all filthiness of the flesh and 
spirit ; and, secondly, perfecting holiness in 
the fear of God ; that is, labouring to attain 
that perfect faith which would sacrifice every 
idol at the Divine command, that perfect love 
which distinguished the martyrs and confes- 
sors, that perfect patience which endures 
affliction with joy, and blesses God under the 
severest privations. To assist us in the at- 
tainment of this perfect holiness, we have 
many great and precious promises. 

St. John describes entire sanctijication as a 
being made perfect in love, or '* perfect love,** 
1 John iv. 17, 18 ; a love that is without 
alloy — and that is complete — filling the whole 
soul, bringing all the thoughts and affections 
" into captivity to the obedience of Christ." 
** Perfect love" is the perfection of all the 
other graces implanted by the Holy Spirit ; 
if this be complete, so ai'e all the other vir- 
tues which adorn the Christian charouc^t^oxx 
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" The fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, 
long-suffering, gentleness, goodness, faith, 
meekness, temperance ; against such there is 
no law ;" that is, those who possess and exercise 
all these Christian graces are not condemned 
by any law, but " stand perfect and complete in 
all the will of God," Gal. v. 23, 23. And St. 
Paul says that ** Love is the fulfilling of the 
law," or w a JvU performance of the law. Bom. 
xiii. 10. Were it necessary, we might ad- 
duce other Scriptural illustrations on this 
interesting subject, but, ere we close this part 
of the essay, let us notice the prayer of the 
Apostle, which seems to give a finishing 
stroke to the whole. 

" And the very God of peace sanctify you 
whoUy ; and I pray God your whole spirit, soul, 
and body, be preserved blameless unto the coming 
of our Lord Jesus Christ" Thus he prayed, 
not only that the Thessalonians might be 
sanctified wholly, but that each part of their 
nature — spirit, soul, and body — ^might receive 
the blessing of entire sanctification. Here 
he refers to the completeness or perfection of 
every part ; that every part of man may be 
sanctified. Some think that the Apostle 
alludes to the Pythagorean and Platonic sys- 
tem of philosophy whidi divided the thinking 
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principle in man into spirit and soul« Others 
believe that he refers simply to the fact, that 
the creature called man is a compound being 
consisting of spirit, soul, and body. In- the 
Scriptures man is generally divided into two 
parts, body and spirit ; but here the Apostle 
speaks of man as consisting of three parts ; 
but in this case, " the spirit," says Manton, 
" is the more rational and evangelical part of 
the soul." On this subject. Dr. Clarke states 
that man consists of three parts : " 1. Of a 
body, (soma, Gr.) an organised system formed 
by the creative energy of God out of the dust 
of the earth, composed of bones, muscles, 
and nerves ; of arteries, veins, and a variety 
of other vessels, in which the blood and other 
fluids circulate. 2. Of a souZ, (pmche, Gr,J 
which is the seat of the different affections 
and passions, such as love, hatred, anger, &c., 
with sensations, appetites, and propensities 
of different kinds. 3. Of a spirit, fpneum^t, 
Gr.J the immortal, the source of life to the 
bodv and soul, without which the animal 
functions cannot be performed, how perfect 
soever the bodily organs may be ; and which 
alone possesses the faculties of intelligence, 
understanding, thinking, and reasoning, and 
produces the faculty of speech wheve^et Sx^xer. 
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sides, if accident have not impaired the or- 
gans of speech." 

" The Apostle prays that this compound 
heing, in all its parts, powers, and faculties^ 
which he terms (olokleron, Gr.^ their whciUy 
comprehending all parts, everything that con- 
stitutes man and mankind may be sanctified 
and jpreserved blameless till the coming of Christ.** 
Thank God ! that all our powers of soul and 
body may be sanctified wholly and ** pre- 
served blameless to the coming of our Lord 
Jesus Christ." O what a glorious Chris- 
tianity ! who would not long for its posses- 
sion ? who would not press forward to obtain 
it instantaneously by the assistance of the 
Holy Spirit, through the blood of the atone- 
ment ? Let us not remain in the skirts of this 
glory, but pray tbe Lord that we may fully 
enter in, or pray that we may " be filled with 
all the fulness of God." It is not too much 
to ask — it is not impossible to obtain it. 
" Let us remember," says W. Arthur, " it is 
not, ' That ye might contain all the fulness 
of God.' That would be more impossible 
than that your chamber should contain all 
tbe light of the sun. But it can be filled 
irith the light of the sun — so filled that not 
a particle of unillumined air shall remain 
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within it. When, therefore, the hand of the 
Apostle leads yon up toward the countenance 
of your Father ; when you approach to see 
the light which outshines all lights, 'the 
glory of God in the face of Christ Jesus,' put 
away all thought of containing what the hea- 
vens cannot contain, hut humbly opening thy 
heart say, ' Infinite light, fill this little cham- 
ber.' " 

"Reason says, 'It may be;' Scripture 
says, ' It may be ; but a shrinking of the 
heart says, * It cannot be : we can never be 
filled with all the fulness of God.' When 
Paul uttered this prayer, perhaps this same 
shrinking of heart had almost come over him : 
how does he meet it? Glancing down at his 
wonderful petition, and up to his Almighty 
King, he breaks out, ' Now unto him that is 
able to do exceeding abundantly above all that 
we ask or think according to the power that 
nrorketh in us ; unto him be gloiy in the 

hurch by Christ Jesus throughout all ages, 

^orld without end. Amen.' " 
Others, like Paul, have made a venture by 

ith on the Lord Jesus for a full salvation, 
d can now rejoice with joy unspeakable and 
1 of glory ; and their constant aim is to 
•rify God in every thing ; to loveliYav^V^ 
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all their heart, and soul, and mind, and 
strength, and their neighbour as themselves. 
This is the way — 

*' To scale the mount of holiest loye. 
And seize the brightest crown in heaven." 

This is a noble ambition, to aim at the 
brightest erown in heaven. Lord, help us. 
Let us try "to be filled with all the fulness 
of God." " All things are possible to him 
that believeth ;" and Jesus says, " Believe 
that ye receive, and ye shall have." The 
hand of faith takes hold of a full salvation 
through Jesus, and becomes victorious ; the 
assurance is given that " the blood of Jesus 
Christ his Son cleanseth us from all sin ;" 
and then we can sweetly sing — 

«'Ti8 done ; thou dost this moment save, 
With full salvation bless ; 
Bedemption through thy blood we have^ 
And spotless love and peace/' 
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That entire sanctification is distinct firom 
justification is implied in the prayer of the 
Apostle : " And the very God of peace sane-* 
tify you wholly." The Thessalonians were 
justified, and sanctified in part, but not 
wholly sanctified. That these blessings are 
distinct, is clear from many other parts of 
the Holy Scriptures, and supported by some 
of the best and most learned men, and the 
testimony of Christian experience. This 
doctrine may be questioned by some even 
good men ; for there are few doctrines, how- 
ever well supported by various and conclusive 
arguments, that are so clear to the mind of 
every man as to command universal credence. 
Others may prejudge and pronounce the doc- 
trine erroneous before they have examined it. 
And some may reject it on the authority of 
others, and thus error holds its sway from 
generation to generation. But whatever be 
the prejudice against this doctrine, and the 
sarcasm poured upon it and its adherents, it 
is our imperative duty, in accordance with the 
Sacred Book, to attempt to elevate the stan- 
dard of Christian character and enjoy- 
ment 

Justification is God's act of pardoning all 
the sins of a penitent believer for the sake of 
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the atonement of Christ ; and in pardoning 
such a person through this atonement, the 
Ahnighty manifests not only his free mercy, 
but also the righteousness of his government 
and the rectitude of his nature. This act of 
Divine mercy is complete. By him aU that 
believe are justified from ail things, yes aU 
things, and restored to the favour and friend- 
ship of God ; for " we have peace with God 
through our Lord Jesus Christ." This 
seems to bo the easy and natural account 
given of justification by St. Paul. " Be it 
known unto you therefore, men and breth- 
ren, that through this man is preached unto 
you the forgiveness of sins ; and by him all 
that believe are justified from all things, from 
which ye could not be justified by the law of 
Moses." " Being justified freely by his 
grace through the redemption that is in 
Christ Jesus : whom God hath set forth to 
be a propitiation, through faith in his blood, 
to declare his righteousnesss for the remis- 
sion of sins that are past, through the for- 
bearance of God ; to declare, I say, at this 
time his righteousness : that he might be 
just, and the justifier of him that believeth 
in Jesus," Acts xiii. 38, 39 ; Bom. iii. 
24-26. 
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kSanctj/ication is that >vork of God's grace 
by whioh wo arc freed from all moral evil, and 
Ailly oonseoratod to God's service. This 
blessing is closely related to justification, but 
it is distinct from it. They are related, in- 
asmuch as they flow from the same original 
cctt49«» the abundant mercy of God ; from the 
same tiMrilorious cause^ our Lord Jesus Christ ; 
are produced by the same efficient cause, the 
Holy Spirit ; obtained by the same imtru- 
mental came^ faith ; and ai*e inseparable parts 
^ the same great salvation. 

Though justification and sanctification are 
thus related, yet there are a many points in 
which they differ. By justification, we are 
freed from tlie guilt of sin ; by sanctification, 
we are freed from the //oicw* and pollution of 
sin. Justification is an instantaneous act of 
mercy, flowing dii-ectly fwm the merits of 
Christ; but sanctification, which is effected 
by the agency of the Holy Spirit, is both gra- 
dual and instantaneous ; gradual in prepara^ 
tioHt but instantaneous in reception. And the 
more earnestly we long for this unspeakable 
blessing, the more swiftly the preparation in- 
creases. Justification makes a relative change; 
but sanctification a real change. By the for- 
mer we are brought from condemnation to 
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absolution ; from being enemies to be friends 
with God. By the latter our hearts are re- 
generated, and cleansed from all filthiness of 
the flesh cmd spirit. Justification is absolute 
and perfect in one moment — the moment we 
believe ; but sanctification admits of higher 
degrees all through life. Justification gives 
us a title to heaven; but sanctification a meet- 
ness for heaven, a change into the image of 
God : " We are all changed into the same 
image from glory, to glory," 2 Cor. iii. 18. 

Though the doctrine, that entire sanctifica- 
tion is distinct from justification, is clearly 
exhibited in the Sacred Book, yet it is doubted 
by some, even good men. Apparently, the 
distinction of these blessings was never ques- 
tioned in the Christian church till the time 
of Count Zinzendorf, a Moravian, a little 
more than a hundred years ago ; so the 
theory, tkcU the sovl is entirely sanctified when 
it is justified, is almost new in the church of 
Christ. The Count said, in a conversation 
held with Mr. J. Wesley, that " The moment 
he [a believer] is justified, he is sanctified 
wholly." ** Entire sanctification and justifi- 
cation are in the same instant, and neither is 
increased or diminished." " As soon as any 
one is justified, the Father, the Son, trnd^^V^ 
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Holy Spirit dwell in his heart ; and in that 
moment his heart is as pore as it ever will 
be." 

These errors, which had crept into the so- 
ciety of Mora^dans at *' Fetter Lane/' formed 
the reasons why Mr. Wesley withdrew him- 
self and his societies from all communion and 
fellowship with them. The following are the 
reasons which Mr. Wesley gave to the Mora- 
vians for his separating from them : *' About 
nine months ago, some of you began to speak 
contrary to the doctrine we had till then re- 
ceived. The sum of what you asserted is 
this : 1. That there is no such thing as uwxk 
faith ; that there is no justifying faith when 
there is any doubt or fear ; or when there is 
not, in the fall sense, a new, a clean heart" 

The same error was embraced and propa- 
gated by some of the early preachers in the 
Wesleyan Connexion, which induced Mr. 
Wesley to prepare and publish the sermon 
entitled '' Sin in Believers." In this sermon 
he clearly proves that a justified person is not 
entirely sanctified, or cleansed from all sin. 
The question as stated by him is this : " Is a 
justified or regenerated man free from att tm 
as soon as he is justified ? Is there no sin 



A DISTINCrr BLE88IKO. 81 

in his heart? No, ever after, unless he fall 
iroin, grsuce" 

He says, " We allow that the state of a 
justified person is inexpressibly great and 
glorious. He is bom again, ' not of blood, 
nor of the flesh, nor of the will of man, but 
of God/ He is a child of God, a member of 
Christ, an heir of the kingdom of heaven. 
" The peace of God which passeth all under- 
standing, keepeth his heart and mind in 
Christ Jesus.' * * * « The love of God 
is shed abroad in his heart by the Holy 
Ghost which is given unto him/ And so 
long as he walketh in love, which he may 
always do, he worships God in spirit and in 
truth. He keepeth the commandments of God, 
and doeth those things that are pleasing in 
his sight ; so exercising himself as to * have 
a conscience void of offence toward God and 
toward man ;* and he has power both over 
outward and inward sin, even from the mor 
ment he is justified." 

" But was he not then freed from aU sin^ 
so that there is no sin in his heart ? I can^ 
not say this : I cannot believe it ; because 
St. Paul says the contrary. He is speaking 
of believers, and describing believers in ge- 
neral, when he says, "The flesh l\is<«*3x 
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agiinst the Spirit^ and the Spirit agminst the 
flesh : these are oontraiy the one * to \he 
other," GaL t. 17. Nothing can be more ex- 
press. The Apostle here diie:^j affirms 
that the flesh, evil nature, opposes the Spirit^ 
eren in helievers ; that even in the regene- 
rate there are two principles, contrary the om 
to the other. 

*' It has been observed before, that the op- 
posite doctrine — < That there is no sin in 
believers' — is qaite new in the church of 
Christ ; that it was never heard of for seven- 
teen hnndred vears — ^never till it was disco- 
vered bv Count Zinzendorf. I do not re- 
member to have seen the least intimation of 
it, either in ancient or modem writers ; un- 
less perhaps in some wild, ranting Antino- 
mians. And these, likewise, say and unsaj, 
acknowledging there is sin in their flesh, al- 
though no sin in their hearts. But whatever 
doctrine is new must be wrong, for the old 
religion is the only true one. And no doc- 
trine can be right unless it is the very same 
which was from the beginning J* 

" One argument more against this new, 
unscriptural doctrine, may be drawn from the 
dreadful consequences of it. One says, ' I 
feel anger to-day.* Must 1 reply, ' Then you 



A DISTINCT BLESSINa. 3ft 

have no faith ?' Another says, * I know what 
you advise is good, hut my will is quite 
averse to it.* Must I tell him, * Then you 
are an unbeliever, and under the wrath and 
curse of God ?' What will he the natural 
consequence of this ? Why, if he believes 
what I say, his soul will not only be grieved 
and wounded, but perhaps utterly destroyed ; 
inasmuch as he will cast away that confidence 
which hath great recompence of reward. And 
having cast away his shield, how shall he 
quench the fiery darts of the wicked one ? How 
shall he overcome the world ? seeing * this is 
the victoiT that overcometh the world, even 
our faith/ He stands disarmed in the midst 
of his enemies, open to all their assaults : 
what wonder, then, if he be utterly over- 
thrown ; if they take him captive at their will? 
yea, if he fall from one wickedness to ano- 
ther, and never see good any more ? I can- 
not, therefore, by any means receive this as- 
sertion, that there is no sin in any believer 
from the moment he is justified — first, be- 
cause it is contrary to the whole tenor of 
Scripture ; secondly, because it is contrary to 
the experience of the children of God ; 
thirdly, because it is absolutely new, never 
heard of in the world till yesterday: and,la»Oll i 
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becanse it is naturally attended with the most 
fatal consequences, not only grieving those 
whom God hath not grieved, but perhaps 
dragging them into everlasting perdition." 

Other arguments in support of the great 
truth that sanctification is distinct from jus- 
tification, may be seen in the sermon whence 
the above are extracted. If further evidence 
is still necessary examine the subject in Mr. 
Wesley's " Plain account of Christian Per- 
fection." 

" When does inward sanctification begin ? 
In the moment a man is justified, yet sin re- 
mains in him, yea, the seed of all sin till he 
is sanctified throughout. From that time a 
believer gradually dies to sin and grows in 
grace." 

" Q. 23. By what * fruits of the Spirit' may 
we ' know that we are of God,' even in the 
highest sense ? 

" A. By love, joy, peace, always abiding ; 
by invariable long-suffering, patience, resig- 
nation ; by gentleness, triumphing over all 
provocation ; by goodness, mildness, sweet- 
ness, tenderness of spirit ; by fidelity, sim- 
plicity, godly sincerity ; by meekness, calm- 
ness, evenness of spirit ; by temperance, not 
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only in food, sleep, but in all thin^ natural 
and spiritual. 

" Q. d3. But what great matter is there in 
this ? Have we not all this when we are 
justified ? 

*' A. What, a total resignation to the will 
of God, without any mixture of self-will? gen- 
tleness without any touch of anger, even the 
moment we are provoked ? love to God with- 
out the least love to the creature, but in and 
for God, excluding all pride ? love to man, ex- 
cluding all envy, all jealousy, and rash judging? 
meekness, keeping the whole soul inviolably 
calm ? and temperance in all things ? Deny 
that any ever came up to this, if you 
please ; but do not say all who are justified 
do. 

" Q. 24. But some who are newly justified 
do. What, then, will you say to these ? 

" A. If they really do, I will say they are 
sanctified, and saved from sin in that mo- 
ment, and that they never need lose what 
God has given, or feel sin any more. 

"But certainly this is an exempt case. It 
is otherwise with the generality of those that 
are justified : they feel in themselves more 
or less pride, anger, self-will, a heart bent to 
backsliding. And till thety have graduallx 



i 36 EKTIBE SAKCTIFICATIOK 

m 

V mortified these, they are not fully renewc 

I in love." 

On this point, the Kev. J. Fletcher giv< 
us his views, with some reasons for them, « 
follows : — 

" We do not deny that the remains of H 
carnal mind still cleave to imperfect Chri 
tians ; and that when the expression * ca 
nal' is softened and qualified, it may, in 
low sense, he applied to such professors t 
those Corinthians were to whom St. Pai 
said, * I could not speak to you as to spii 
tual.* But could not the Apostle be yet sp 
i ken to as a spiritual man ? And does he m 

I allow that even in the corrupted churches < 

J^ Corinth and Galatia, there were some trul 

1^^ spiritual men — some adult, perfect Chri 

tians ? See 1 Cor. xiv. 37 ; Gal. vi. 1." 
Again — 

" The same Spirit of faith which initial] 
J purifies our hearts, when we cordially belies 

I the pardoning love of God, completely cleanse 

\ them when we fully believe his sanctifyin 

I love." 

pt On this subject, Dr. A. Clarke takes tl 

I J same view as Wesley, as is evident from hi 

Jjl life by Everett : " To another friend who ha 

been misinformed respecting the highi 
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blessing of purity, Mr. Clarke observes, * As 
to the words which you quote as mine, I to- 
tally disclaim them. I never said, I never 
intended to say them. I believe justification 
and sanctification to be widely distinct works. 
I have been twenty-three years a travelling 
preacher, and have been acquainted with some 
thousands of Christians during that time, 
who were in different states of grace ; and I 
never, to my knowledge, met with a single 
instance where God both justified and sanc- 
tified at the same time. I have heard of such 
but I never saw them, and doubt whether any 
such ever existed. I have known multitudes 
who were justified according to the definition 
which you give of that sacred work, and I 
have known many who were sanctified in the 
sense in which you use that word, which I 
believe to be quite correct ; but all these I 
found were brought into these different states 
at separate times, having previously received 
a deep conviction of the need of pardon, and 
afterward of the need of holiness of heart. 
If sanctification be taken in the sense in 
which it is frequently used in the Old Testa- 
ment, to separate, or set apart for sacred me, 
then it implies a state lower than that of jus^ 
ttficatiou — such a state is that of a thorough. 
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penitent, who, when he is convinced of sin, 
separates himself from all unrighteousness, and 
consecrates himself to God. But when I speak 
of the purification of the heart, or the doc- 
trine of Christian perfection, I use sanc- 
tification in the sense in which it has ge- 
nerallj heen understood among the Metho- 
dists." 

That a distinction exists between a regenerate 
state and a state of entire and perfect holiness, 
is evident from many parts of the New Testa- 
ment. Our Lord, in his prayer for his dis- 
ciples, says, " They are not of the world, 
even as I am not of the world." And, again, 
he claims them as his, saying, " I pray not 
for the world, hut for them which thou hast 
given me." For these disciples, who were 
his already, he offered up this prayer : " Sanc- 
tify them through thy truth, thy word is 
truth." Now such language must imply that 
though the disciples were the Saviour's by 
adoption, yet the great work of entire sancti- 
fication had not been completed in them. 
And from the epistles of St. Paul, we per- 
ceive that there were many improprieties in 
the churches from which they needed to be 
delivered. His epistle to the Komans will 
supply an example of a genuine but an im- 
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perfect church. " First, I thank my God 
through Jesus Christ, for you all, that your 
faith is spoken of throughout the whole 
world." And again he says, they were " be- 
loved of God, called to be saints." Here was 
a Christian church, but not a perfect one-^ 
not yet established ; for the Apostle says, 
" I long to see you, that I may impart unto 
you some spiritual gift, to the end ye maybe 
established ; that is, that I may be comforted 
together with you by the mutual faith both 
of you and me." What does he mean by 
" spiritual gift ?" No doubt he means fur- 
ther instruction in the things of God, and the 
ordinary influence of the Spirit of God, to 
perfect in them the work he had already be- 
gun. This gift he wished to impart to them 
by fully explaining to them that Gospel which 
is, " the power of God unto salvation to every 
one that believeth." Indeed, his deep 
anxiety, for their higher attainment in holi- 
ness, is breathed in his epistle to them, in 
which he urges them, saying, " I beseech 
you therefore, brethren, by thl3 mercies of 
God that ye present your bodies [j'^ourselves] 
a living sacriflce, holy, acceptable unto God, 
which is your reasonable service," Bom, 
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The Corinthians who were sanctified i 
Christ Jesus, called to be saints, and reco 
nised as " brethren," are charged with beii 
" carnal and walking as men." Hence, it 
clear that these were believers, regenerate 
Christians, being babes in Christ, yet ihi 
were not wholly sanctified to God ; else, wl 

^ are they addressed as " carnal and walkii 

is men." This is further illustrated by tl 
Apostle's second epistle to the same churc 
yii. 1, " Having, therefore, these promise 
dearly beloved, let us cleanse ourselves fro 
all filthiness of the flesh and spirit, perfet 
ing holiness in the fear of God." Thus t 
have evidence that though the Corinthia 
i5 were Christian believers, and dearly belov- 

by the Apostle, yet they wei'e not clean* 

|A from all sin, and were, therefore, exhorted 

■ perfect holiness. The Galatians were lil 

wise acknowledged by the Apostle as bret 
ren, and exhorted to stand fast in the liber 
wherewith Christ had made them free. 1^ 
yertheless, they had among them much ii 

U propriety of temper ; else why did he ca 

tion them saying, ** take heed that ye be n 
consumed one of another ?" The Hebrei 

^'f^ were also very deficient in the enjoyment 

I't spiritual things : they were mere babes : 
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Christ, in the mere rudiments of Christianity, 
" Therefore," the Apostle said, " leaving the 
principles of the doctrine of Christ, let us go 
on unto perfection." The same view is sup- 
ported hy the prayer of the Apostle in behalf 
of the Thessalonians : " The very God of 
peace sanctify you wholly." Here the Apos- 
tle recognises them as sanctified, as set apart 
to God's service, but not as wholly sanctified. 
To these humiliating examples selected from 
the New Testament, more might be added 
were it necessary. . Thus it is clear that 
many of the first Christians were not entirely 
freed from all iniquity when they might have 
been had they exercised a vigorous faith in 
Christ Jesus, and lived more fully in the 
spirit of watchfulness. 

But it may be said, " The churches at Co- 
rinth and Galatia had evidently fallen, in 
some degree at least, from their first simpli- 
city and purity ; and their case, therefore, 
does not prove that Christians are not at 
once made perfect. Suppose we can find 
a church whose members never left their 
first love, but retained their first simpli- 
city and purity, in whom even an apostle 
could find nothing to reprove, should we 
not pronounce such a church perfect ?" The 
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church at Ephesus, apparently, answers the 
ahove description, as also those at Philippi 
and Colosse; and yet the Apostle does 
not say so much to any churches as to these 
on the suhject of perfection. It would he 
endless to give instances: the whole epis- 
tles should he read, which consist of hut 
little else than thanksgivings for what God 
had done for them, and exhortations to them 
to go on to perfection. 

If those churches' needed such prayers 
and such exhortations on the suhject of 
entire holiness, do not the Christian churches 
of this country need such eifforts to hring 
them up to a higher state of holiness ? Are 
there not several remaining evils in the 
hearts of many Christian believers, which 
it is desirable should be removed ; such 
as pride, peevishness, fretfulness, bitter- 
ness, slavish fear, and unbelief. The con- 
sciousness that these things remain in them 
is grievous ; for they mar their spiritual com- 
fort and interrupt their communion with 
God. Thank God ! they may be delivered 
from this state of imperfection, and raised 
to the full enjoyment of Christianity, to 
have 



A DISTINCT BLESSING. 48 

" A heart in eyerjr thought renewed, 
And full of loTc diTine." 

To lead up the respective churches to the 
attainment of Christian perfection, seems 
to have heen the ohject of the apostles in 
the whole of their epistles. Those to whom 
they are addressed possessed many excellen- 
ces ; for which God was most devoutly 
thanked on their account. Their state of 
justification is not depreciated ; yet much 
was wanting to complete their deliverance 
from all evil, and to secure their full salva- 
tion, and, finally, to crown them with ever- 
lasting life. If the design of the epistles was 
the perfecting of the saints, it is still their 
design, " For whatsoever things were written 
aforetime were written for our learning, that 
we through patience and comfort of the Scrip- 
tures might have hope." 

To these Scriptural arguments, we might 
add the testimony of Messrs. Fletcher, Bram- 
well, Carvosso ; Mrs. Fletcher, Mrs. Rogers, 
and a host of others, if their testimony can 
be admitted. All these explicitly declare 
that they received a distinct witness of this 
second blessing, entire sanctification . As their 
experience was in accordance with Divine 
tnith, we cannot charge them with enthu- 
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siasm, but ought to receive their evidence ii 
support of the doctrine, that sanctification ii 
distinct from justification. But should th 
opponents of this doctrine question the abov 
testimony, let them remember that the doc 
trines of the Gospel do not depend for thei 
confirmation on human testimony : the; 
stand not in the wisdom of men but in th 
power of God. What God wills us to be, cai 
never be inferred from what we are. As th 
doctrine we advocate stands on the truth c 
God, let us exhibit its beauties and the eff; 
cacy of the atonement to make the foules 
clean, and the happy results will soon appea 
both to ourselves and those who hear us 
Let us remember, that the Bible is the stai 
dard by which we must be measured. The 
let us grasp its simple truths, and our exp< 
rience must accord therewith. Experimei 
tal sanctification immediatelv follows th 
hearty belief of God's testimony : origim 
sin is purged out, and perfect love is brougl 
in. Let us come, at once, without prejudice 
to the Bible, determining to give it an impa: 
tial perusal, and be guided by its simp] 
teachings. Lord, help us I In the Bibl( 
we learn that God is willing to accomplis 
the work in us if we are willing. The wi 
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of God ie not wanting, neither his power ; 
and if we are willing to venture by faith on 
the blood that makes the foulest clean, it 
shall be done. " What things soever ye de- 
sire when ye pray, believe that ye receive 
them, and ye shall have them." 
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ENTIRE SANCTIFICATION ATTAINABLE 
IN THIS' LIFE. 



IT 18 OOXMJLNDBD—PBOSilSEO— TAUGHT BT CRRZST— 
BT THB APOSTLBS —PRATED FOB BT THB APOSTLES 
— ^FULL PBOYISION HADB FOB IT BT THB GIFT OP 
JBSU8— BT TUB GIFT OF THB HOLY 81'lBtT — ^BXAX- 
PLBS OF TH06B WHO HAYB RBALIZBD IT ~ FULL SAL« 
YATION CANNOT BB ATTBIBUTBD TO lOATH — AT- 
TAINABLE BT FAITH. 



Of the attainableness of entire sanctifica. 
tion in this life, we arc fully persuaded, as 
we have examined the subject in the Sacred 
Book, which gives abundant evidence on this 
point. Were it not possible, would the Apos. 
tie have prajed for the Thessalenians to he 
i9U2Dcti£ed wholly ; and, in particular^ would 
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lie have added, " Faithful is he that calletli 
you, who also will do it?" That ho wills, 
or is willing, to do it, is evident from his in- 
junctions. 

He commands m to be holy. Hear him : 
" For I am the Lord your G-od : ye shall 
therefore sanctify yourselves, and ye shall ho 
holy ; for I am holy," Lev. xi. 44 ; xix. 2 : 
XX. 7. " Be ye therefore perfect as your Fa- 
ther which is in heaven is perfect," Matt. v. 
48. "Wherefore come out from among 
them, and he ye separate, saith the Lord, and 
touch not the unclean thing ; and I will re- 
ceive you. And will be a Father unto you^ 
and ye shall he my sons and daughters, saith 
the Lord Almighty," 2 Cor. vi. 17, 18. Hero 
we have precept and promise graciously uni 
ted. But the first and great commandment 
is, " Thou shalt love the Lord thy God with 
all thy heart, and with all tliy soul, and with 
all thy mind. And the second is like unto 
it. Thou shalt love thy neighbour as thy- 
self. On these two commandments hang aU 
the law and the prophets," Matt. xxii. 37-40. 
These injunctions may be regarded as speci- 
mens of the many which are recorde<l in the 
Sacred Book. But these show, that God has 
A claim to our entire devotedness if^ Vv\s ^^'«- 
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vice. No creatures in God's extensive do- 
minions are so much obligated to serve him 
as we are. He has made us capable of 
knowing, loving, and enjoying himself. And 
when we had ruined ourselves by transgres- 
sion, " God so loved the world that he gave 
his only begotten Son, that whosoever believ- 
eih in him should not perish but have ever- 
lasting life." Through his Son, he also gives 
his Spirit, his word, his ministers. What a 
wonderful apparatus to effect our salvation ! 
From such a view of our obligations, is there 
anything unreasonable in God's demands? 
Shall we therefore live in the constant disre- 
gard of these injunctions of the great God, or 
regard -them as a burden ? God forbid. Or 
shall we palliate their requirements by say- 
ing that " we are weak and frail, and exposed 
to numerous temptations, and, therefore, God 
does not require perfect obedience, but only 
that we aim at it ?" God forbid ; for this 
would be to accuse him of insincerity. Or 
•hall we say that " we are unable to comply 
with these laws of entire consecration ?" God 
forbid ; for this would be to charge him with 
unreasonableness. Eemember, he who made 
ns knoweth our frame^ and does not require 
imposEsibilities. Is it impossible to love him 
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with all our heart and strength ? No : he 
only requires what we have ; not any more. 
The commandment levels its claims to the 
capacities of all : '' Thou shalt love the Lord 
thy God, with all thy heart, and with all thy 
strength." He does not require us to love 
him with the strength of an angel, or with 
that which any other heing can offer; but 
with the heart and strength that we have ; 
and to say that we cannot do this is absurd. 

Are not these injunctions binding upon us 
in this hfe as inhabitants of this world ? for 
the commandments are not given to the dead> 
but to the living. To suppose otherwise is 
contrary to reason. Let us take care, lest we 
be found among those who take away from 
the words of the Divine prophecy, and incur 
the plagues God has denounced. Thanks be 
to God for such requisitions, and for the full 
provision he has made for our entire holi- 
ness. Let us, therefore, be "followers of 
God, as dear children;" "because it is written 
<* Be ye holy, for I am holy." 

I7iat we may be wholly sanctified, God ha$ 
given us many great and precious promises of an 
entire deliverance from aU iniquity. Listen to 
a few of them : " Let Israel hope in the 
Lord : for with the Lord there is mercy, and 
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Ivith him there is plenteous redemption. And 
he shall redeem Israel from all his iniqui- 
ties," Psa. cxxx. 7, 8» " And the Lord thy 
God will circumcise thine heart, and the 
heart of thy seed, to love the Lord thy God 
with all thy heart, and with all thy soul, that 
thou mayest live," Deut. xxx. 6. " Then will 
I sprinkle clean water upon you, and ye shall 
he clean ; from all your filthiness and from 
all your idols will I cleanse you. A new 
heart will I give you ; and a new spirit will I 
put within you : And I will take the stony 
heart out of your flesh, and I will give you a 
heart of flesh. And I will put my Spirit 
within you, and cause you to walk in my sta- 
tutes, and ye shall keep my judgments to do 
them," Ezek. xxxvi. 25-27. What can be 
plainer than these declarations of God ? de- 
clarations which offer a free, full, and present 
salvation. We might have added many more 
promises of a full salvation were it neces- 
sary ; hut as one good ** title-deed" to pro- 
perty is as good as fifty^ so had we only one 
promise of God on this point it would he 
enough ; but he has given us many, which 
are strikingly indicative of his willingness to> 
give all that ho has promised. Again, can 
we suppose that the benevolent God will 
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mock his creatures by offering some thing 
which he is not disposed to give, or which 
we cannot receive and enjoy ? No ; it would 
be inconsistent with the character af the im- 
mutable and faithful God. Hath he said it, 
and will he not do it ? Hath he promised, 
and will he not perform ? O yes : he wilL 
'' Faithful is he that calleth you, who also 
will do it." But can we realize these pro- 
mises now? Can we be purified firom all 
iniquity before death ? Yes : read the decla- 
ration by Zechariah — " The oath which he 
sware to our father Abraham, that he would 
grant unto us being delivered out of the hand 
of our enemies, [our sins are our •nemies in- 
deed] to serve him without fear in holiness 
and righteousness, before him, aU the days of 
our life.'' Mark this — "o/i the days of our 
life ;" not when we are just leaving the body, 
or a moment or two before death — ^no ; but 
*' all the days of our life" Now, then, all 
things are ready. Look for it every moment 
hy faith. As it is by faith, why not this mo- 
ment, ju^^ as you are, and where you are. Lord 
help you. 

For entire holiness in this life, Christ, the 
Great Teacher, in his sermon on the mounts 
taught his disciiiles to pray : — " After this man-^ 
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ner therefore pray ye : Our Father which art 
in heaven. * * Thy will be done in earth 
as it is in heaven." And is it possible for 
his will to be done on earth as it is in hea' 
ven ? Yes ; or the Saviour would not have 
taught us to pray for it, What, then, is this 
but entire sanctification on earth ? for where 
God's will is done there is no sin. He has 
also taught us to pray, " Deliver us from 
evil." This is for the same attainment in 
holiness, but expressed in other words. Now 
is it likely that the spotless Redeemer would 
mock his creatures by teaching them to ask 
for something which would never be granted^ 
or which they could not receive and enjoy ? 
No ; this cannot be. 

He not only taught his dhciples to pray for 
this blessing, hut he prayed that they might re- 
ceixe it. Listen to what he said, and to what 
he still says : " Sanctify them through thy 
truth, thy word is truth." The disciples 
were evidently sanctified in part, for they 
were not of the world, but he wished them 
to be sanctified wholly, and added, " Neither 
pray I for these [the apostles] alone, but for 
them also which shall believe on me through 
their word ; that they all may be one ; as 
thou. Father, art in me, and I in thee, that 
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they also may be one in us : that the 
world may believe that thou hast sent me. 
And the glory which thou gavest me I have 
given them ; that they may be one, even as 
we are one : I in them, and thou in me, that 
they may be made perfect in one ; and that 
the world may know that thou hast sent me, 
and hast loved them, as thou hast loved me," 
John xvii. 20-23. What terms can be more 
expressive of entire sanctification than these? 
And would the Saviour pray lor it, if it could 
not be granted to his followers ? No : this 
cannot, cannot be. Now, if the teachings 
and prayers of Christ, do not settle the ques* 
tion of the attainableness of entire sanctifica- 
tion in this life, it is difficult to understand 
how any thing can be settled by an appeal to 
Scripture. 

Entire sanctification is attainable before deaths 
jar the apostles laboured to bring the churches 
into its enjoyment. Hear what St. Paul said 
to the Colossians on this subject : " Christ in 
you the hope of glory ; whom we preach, 
warning every man, and teaching every man 
in all wisdom : that we may present every 
man perfect in Christ Jesus," Col. i. 27, 28. 
And as Epaphras entertained right views of 
entire holiness, and labored to promote ita 
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attamment, tihe Apostle commended him to 

the Colossians, saying, " Epaphrus who ig 
one of you, a servant of Christ, salateth yon; 
always labouring fervently for you in prayeri 
that you may stand perfect and ccmnplete in 
all the will of God," Col. iv. 12. This waa 
the benevolent effort of EpaphruB to bring 
those Christians to be " perfect and complete 
in all the will of God." " The will of God" 
is the rule of a sanctified Christian ; nothing 
more can be required, nothing less can be 
acceptable ; and to stand " complete in all 
the will of God," is to attain to a state of en- 
tire sanctificatiou. And as Epaphms labored 
fervently, and agonized in his prayers, that 
the Colossiaus might be thus perfect in al) 
the will of God, the Lord grant that we may 
thus labor to attain the same completeness 
in the will of God. 

No less striking are the prayers of the apostUt 
that the churches might enjoy this hUssing. 
Hear the prayer of St. Peter : " Bat tho God 
of all grace, who hath called us unto his eter- 
nal glory by Christ Jesus, after that je have 
suffered awhile, make you perfect, stablish, 
strengthen, settle you," 1 Pet. v. 10. Such 
prayers were frequently offered by St Paul, as is 
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lie said, " For this cause I bow my knees 
unto the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, of 
whom the whole family in heaven and earth 
is named, that he would grant you according 
to the riches of his glory, to be strengthened 
with might by his Spirit in the inner man ; 
that Christ may dwell in your hearts by 
faith ; that ye being rooted and grounded in 
love, may be able to comprehend with all 
saints what is the breadth, and length, and 
depth, and height, and to know the love of 
Christ which passeth knowledge, that ye 
might be with all the fulness of God," Eph. 
iii. 14-19. For the Thessalonians he prayed : 
— " And the very God of peace sanctify you 
wholly,'* &c. This prayer for entire sanctifi- 
cation, says Scott ,in his comment, is to have 
" every sense, member, organ, and faculty 
completely purified and devoted to the ser- 
vice of God." This entire consecration is 
evidently for this life, as it is for the body as 
well as the soul ; and that they might be pre- 
served, not after, but unto the coming of our 
Lord Jesus Christ ; and the Apostle adds, 
" Faithful is he that calleth you, who also 
will do it." Now, the apostles, in all these 
teachings and prayers, cannot be charged 
with using words in a sense which they did* 
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OK fiil^ inlaid; 6x iher wi 
jostles tod prM«d nmW dte full ias^i*- 
dm of du Spcrit ot' God; tboeibre diqr 
nnm faelMTe ui the uEaimnoit ot' oitire nmc- 
la&eaDoa, and &«1 uuioas tfamC the respec- 
bwe ehondiies u «ii:i:h ifaev wrote sltonldre- 
eeiTe it bj £iitli ilmKi^ oar lAtrd Jesna 
Ciinsc Xeiifaiir d>) tit^j p.n the least inti- 
BiAtioa liut d^ath L*an ai ill contribtite to die 
nnctmeatioo ot' oar iutiuv, cv that ve most 
wwt onctl that period tor the aittaimnant of 
this iuTaloiible blessing. 

That m nay hr ain^inAi rAotfjr. God Aot 
madtJiiR pniriaoa ia tk* ff:/t of kit Son /«SIU. 
For this purpose the Sou of God wss mani- 
fested ia the flesh, that he might destroy the 
works of the devil. To accomplish this work 
in OS, he " redeemed us from the corse of 
the law, being made a curse lor os." He re- 
deemed as bj his blood. His bloOd made 
atonement for sin. This onZy nas sufficient, 
and this (done is sufficient. His resorreclioD 
was the test of its sufficiency. 

Bt. Paul also tells us the design of the 
atonement — that Christ " gave himself for 
us that he might redeem us from all iniquity, 
and purify unto himself a peculiar people 
zealouB of good worlcs," Tit ii. 14. 'What ii 
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meant by redeeming us " from all iniquily" 
is fully described in the following passage : 
" Christ loved the church, and gave himself 
for it that he might sanctify and cleanse it 
with the washing of water by the word that 
he might present it to himself a glorious 
church, not having spot, or wrinkle, or any 
such thing ; but that it should be holy and 
without blemish." Is not this clear? Can 
any terms be more expressive of entire sanc- 
tification ? O believe the record true : " The 
blood of Jesus Christ his Son cleanseth us 
from all sin." Here is the efficacy of the 
atonement. Now, the fountain is open for 
sin and uncleanness. Plunge into it now, 
or " Believe that ye receive, and ye shall 
have." 

That we may be sanctified wholly , the Holy 
Spirit is given. Given in answer to the me- 
diatorial prayer of Jesus, to carry out the 
purposes of salvation. " He hath shed forth 
this," said Peter, on the day of Pentecost, 
** which ye now see and hear." The Spirit 
is come, the Comforter is come, the Sanctifier 
is come, to soften our hearts, to enlighten 
our minds, to change us from nature to grace, 
to sanctify us wholly, and preserve us blame- 
less unto the coming of our Lord Jesus 
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Christ. He is emphatically called "the 
Spirit of holiness," Rom. i. 4, for he promotes 
holiness in man. Indeed, there is not an ob- 
ject presented to the mind of man, nor a good 
feeling produced in the heart of man by the 
Holy Spirit, which is not designed to pro- 
mote his holiness. And if we are •* led by 
the Spirit," then he produceth in us all 
" the fruits of the Spirit, [which] is love, joy, 
peace, long-suffering, gentleness, goodness, 
faith, meekness, and temperance." Then it 
is that we C£in " rejoice evermore, pray with- 
out ceasing, and in everything give thanks." 
That we may be " filled with the Spirit," 
Jesus says, " If ye, then, being evil, know 
how to give good gifts unto your children ; 
how much more shall your heavenly Pather 
give his Holy Spirit to them that ask him," 
Luke ii. 13. 

In support of this doctrine of a full salvation , 
the Holy Scriptures present u^ with examvles of 
persons having realized it. If the examples 
we may adduce as instances of entire sanctifi- 
cation be rejected, still this does not alter 
the truths of the Bible, which are sustained 
by the power of God. Of Enoch it is said, 
that " he walked with God ;" and that " he 
pleased God ;" that is, he lived a life of com- 
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munion with him, and pleased him in heart 
and life, in principle and practice. A similar 
testimony is given hy Moses to the character 
of another illustrious patriarch : " Noah was 
a just man, and perfect in his generation ; 
and Noah walked with God." Honorable 
mention is also made of him in other parts 
of the lively oracles. St. Peter styles him 
" a preacher of righteousness," and St. Paul 
denominates him '* an heir of the righteous- 
ness which is by faith." From these state- 
ments, it appears that he was delivered from 

all iniquity, and entirely devoted to God, 
Testimony is also given in the Old Testament 
of the excellences of many others of whom 
the world was not worthy, but we pass on to 
notice a few cases in the New. Of the dis- 
ciples who were assembled in the upper room 
at Jerusalem, on the day of Pentecost, it is 
said, " They were all J&Ued with the Holy 
Ghost." And, again, when prayer was of- 
fered up after the trial of Peter and John, 
*• the place was shaken where they were as- 
sembled together, and they were all filled 
with the Holy Ghost, and they spake the 
word of God with boldness. And the multi-. 
tude of them that believed were of one heart 
and of one soul : neitlier said anv of them 
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Aac irngTit of tiw thku^ which iw poeea 
WIS ^■''' own. ; hoc chev h^ all ihiogs < 
mon." The aeltLshmaaa, the mutj, 
jiiie, die earthline^, iih« isurutl jealonsj , 
■nbelief, and tear of mail, which had so 
^amtlj appeared in. their iormsi cum 
tion, ti once passed awaj, mnd all the tnui 
die Spirit prominentlr appeared. Of 
^ica it is said, he was " foU of fikith ■n 
the Holy Ghost," Acts vi. * : viL 35. ^ 
words coald more clearly express that he 
jojed entire sanetificatioa ? And this 
nlvation was remarkablj witnessed in 
trial and martyrdom; for, "all that sa 
the council, looking stedfastly on him, saw 
bee as it had been tho face of an ang< 
and when he was cast oat of the ci^ i 
stoned, be meekly submitted and prayed 
his murderers — " Lord, lay not this sin 
their charge," Acts vii. 60. If this is 
satisfactory evidence of the attmnment of 
salvation, ve fear that the mind is made 
not to admit any that could possibly bo 
dnced. 

St. John may be regarded as another 
stance of the attainment of this blessing, 
hla epiatlea are the breathings of a sp 
flTMd fi*om sin and matured in holiness. 
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particular, be says of himself and of his 
Christian brethren, " as be [Christ] is so are 
we in this world." 

No less striking, as an example of entire 
devotedness to God, is the great Apostle of 
the Gentiles. He tells ns that he knew how 
to be abased and how to abound, and that be 
bad learned in whatsoever state he was, there- 
with to be content. Phil. iv. 11, 12. That 
he was crucified unto the world, and the 
world unto him ; and that he gloried only in 
the cross of Christ. Gal. vi. 14. How he 
conducted himself in his various trials : 
" Giving no offence in any thing, that the 
ministry be not blamed : but in all things 
approving ourselves as the ministers of God, 
in much, patience, in afflictions, in necessi- 
ties, in distress, in stripes, in imprisonments, 
in tumults, in labors, in watchings^ in fast- 
ings, by pureness, by knowledge, by long- 
suffering, by kindness, by the Holy Ghost, 
by love unfeigned, by the word of truth, by 
the power of God, by the armour of righ- 
teousness on the right band and on the left," 
2 Cor. vi. 3-7. To the Thessalonians he 
said, " Ye are witnesses, and God also, how 
holily and justly and unblameably we behaved 
ourselves among you," 1 Thess. ii. 10. Suctt 



are some {dOte deeUntiaiiaaf theiiposde in 
re&rttice b> his "**■■""""*" m. Christiuu^. 
Entire aanctificfttioa cannot mean nu»a thas 
what he states of himaelf, and he appeals to 
God for ite troth ; ". Te are witnesses, and 
God also." Now, iriiat was the priTilege ot 
Stephen, of John, of Paul, and other primi- 
mitiTe diaciplea, is nndonhtedlj oar prin- 
lege ; for there is no respect of persons with 
God. He is "the same Lord over all, rich 
unto aU that call upon him." The ptn&ises 
belong to OS aa well as to others. " To as, 
and to onr children, and to all that are afar 
oB." Thank God ! that we are incladed, and 
may enjoy this full salvation. Hence we in. 
fer that 

" HMTen wuti not the lut moment : owni hw 

On thii tide death ; and peinta lliaii ont to nun. 
A leotnre silent, but of m 



A raeetness for heaven has no necessary con- 
nection with the period of our dissolation. 
If death is the finisher of grace, and the per- 
feoter of our souls, surely the benevolent God 
would have given us some revelation of this 
kind in the Holy Scriptures. 

To allribute our/uU »<dvtttion to death, it con- 
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trary to the whole tenor of the Bible, In the 
Holy Scriptures, we read of being " sancti- 
fied by the Holy Ghost," Bom. xv. 16 ; and 
*' through the truth," John xvii. 17 ; and by 
" the blood of Christ," Heb. ix. 14 ; and " by 
faith :" but never do we read of being sancti- 
Jied by decUh, We admit that death intro- 
duces a great change which exceeds all des- 
cription ; but he cannot change our religious 
character, alter our moral habits, or make us 
more holy than we were before. He conveys 
us to a new world, but he does not give us a 
new heart. Human life is the seed-time, and 
eternity is the harvest. There is no work, 
nor device, nor knowledge, nor wisdom in the 
grave, whither we are hastening. Then, 
" He that is unjust, let him be unjust still ; 
and he that is filthy, let him be filthy still ; 
and he that is righteous, let him be righteous 
still, and he that is holy, let him be holy 
still." Now, then, if we be cleansed, it must 
be by the blood of Christ, and before death, 
or not at all for ever. Therefore, let us not 
defer our preparation for heaven while Grod 
says, *' Now is the accepted time, now is the 
day of salvation." 

That we may be whoUy sanctifiedy Ood has 
placed the attainment of the blessing on the «im- 
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pie and easy condition of believing. Faith in 
Christ is the grand condition — a venturing 
on Christ, a reliance on Christ, a trusting in 
Christ. This is the way ; Lord, help us ! 
We are sanctified as well as justified hy faith 
in the Ijord Jesus. The only difference be, 
tween justifying faith and sanctifying faith- 
is that the former contemplates simple par- 
don, or the cancelling of guilt; while the 
latter respects the destruction of inward sin, 
and the entire restoration of the Divine 
image. In both instances, faith is the same 
in its nature — it is a full belief in the doc- 
trines of the Gospel which unfold it ; a re- 
liance on the blood of Christ which hath 
procured it; and a firm confidence in the 
promises of God which guarantee it. If, there- 
fore, you perceive the sufficiency of the Gospel 
provision, and the willingness of God that 
you should have that provision, that you 
should be holy here, that you should love 
him perfectly, with a pure heart, that you 
should be wholly sanctified, throughout body, 
soul, and spirit, — then, with humble confi- 
dence, come to him, and be assured that he 
will in no- wise cast you out; for he will fulfil 
the desires of them that fear him. 
But there is another point: believe he 
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does it now. Not at some future time, or in 
the moment of death — the provision is with- 
in your reach — ^is now at hand. " Now is the 
accepted time." " Whatsoever things ye 
desire when ye pray, believe that ye receive 
them, and ye shall have them." Now, then, 
take hold of the promises : they are yours. 
Remember — 

'^The word of God is sure, 
And never can rcmoye; 
We shall in heart he piire, 
And perfected in love; 
Rejoice in hope; rejoice with me; 
We shall from all our sins he free." 

Thank God 1 this is his will concerning us. 
Let us take hold of his truth, venture on the 
blood of Christ, and we shall receive a free, 
full, and present salvation. 

Similar directions are given for the attain- 
ment of this blessing by the venerable J. 
Wesley, He says, ** But what is that faith 
whereby we are sanctified ? saved from sin 
and perfected in love ? It is a Divine evi- 
dence and conviction, first, that God hath 
promised it in the Holy Scriptures. Till we 
are thoroughly satisfied of this, there is no 
moving one step further. And one would 



imagine there needed not one vord more to 
satisfy a reasonable man of this, than the 
amnent promise, ' Then will I circmncise 
thy heart, and the heart of thy seed, to lore 
the Ldrd th^ God with all thy heart, and 
with all tby soul, and with tH thy mind.' 
How clearly does this express the being per- 
ected in love 1 how strongly imply the being 
saved from all sin! For as long as love 
takes up the whole heart, what room is there 
for sin therein ? 

" It is a Divine evidence and conviction, 
secondly, that what God hath promised h( 
is i^le to perform. Admitting, therefore 
that ' with men it is impossible' to ' bring 
a clean thing out of an unclean,' to piiri^ 
the heart £n>m all sin and to fill it with holi 
noBs; yet this creates no difficolty in th< 
case, seeing ' with God all things are possi 
ble.' And surely no one ever imagined i 
was pos^ble to any power less than Uu 
of the Almighty! Bat if God speaks, r 
shall be done. God saith, ' Let there b< 
light, and there [is] light.' 

" It is, thirdly, a Divine evidence and con 
viction that he is able and willing to do i 
now. And why not? I& not a moment t 
iam tlie same as a thonsand years ? He can 
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not want more time to accomplish whatever 
is his will. And he cannot want or stay for 
any more worthiness or fitness in the person 
he is pleased to honor. We may, therefore, 
boldly say, at any point of time, *Now is 
the day of salvation.' * To-day if he will 
hear his voice, harden not your hearts.* ' Be- 
hold all things are now ready, come unto the 
marriage.' " 

** To this confidence, that God is both able 
and ^ingto sanctify as now. there needs to 
be added one thing more, a Divine evidence 
and conviction, that he doeth it. In that 
hour it is done. God says to the inmost 
soul, " According to thy faith be it unto 
thee." Then the soul is pure from every 
spot of sin; it is clean "from all unrigh- 
teousness." The believer then experiences the 
deep meaning of those solemn words, " IS we 
walk in the light, as he is in the light, we 
have fellowship one with another ; and the 
blood of Jesus Christ, his Son, cleanseth us 
from all sin." 
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THE POSSIBILITY OP RETAINING -ENTIRE 
SANCTIFICATION, 



THE WORD *' BLAMBLBBS" DEFIKEI>— THB GGSRISTXAK 
CAN BB PBESBBYED BLAJIBLES8 IN THB YABIOrS 
CIROUMSTJLNCBS OF LIFE — IN TEMPTATION — GOD IS 
ABLB AND WILLING TO FBESEBYE US — ^ABLB TO PRB- 
BEBYE T7S, IF WE ATTEND THB APPOINTED SCBANS OF 
6BACB — ^DBSIRABLB THAT ALL CHRISTIANS BHOTJLB 
BB FULLY SANCTIFIED. 



" And I pray God your whole spirit, and 
soul, and body be preserved blameless unto 
the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ," 

By " the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ," 
the Apostle evidently meant his second and 
final coming ; for in the preceding chapter 
he had just described some important cir- 
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cumstances respecting that event : " The 
Lord himself shall descend from heaven 
with a shout, with the voice of the archangel 
and with the trump of God, and the dead in 
Christ shall rise first. Then we which are 
alive and remain shall be caught up together 
with him in the clouds, to meet the Lord in 
the air : and so shall we ever be with the 
Lord." " But I would not have you to be 
ignorant, brethren, concerning them which 
are asleep, that ye sorrow not, even as others 
which have no hope. For if we believe that 
Jesus died, and rose again, even so them also 
which sleep in Jesus will God bring with 
him." " Wherefore comfort one another 
with these words." These words were in- 
tended for the consolation of the Christians 
at Thessalonica in the time of bereavement, 
and to give them a cheering prospect of their 
own happy immortality. And to increase 
their consolation, and to promote their Chris- 
tian endurance, the Apostle contrasted their 
condition with that of their persecutors at 
the " coming of Christ." While they should 
be gloriously exalted, their enemies would be 
struck with the wildest horror and conster- 
nation ; for " it is a righteous thing with God 
to recompense tribulation to them that trou-- 
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ble you ; and to you who are troubled rest 
with us, when the Lord Jesus shall be re- 
vealed from heaven with his mighty angels, 
in flaming fire, taking vengeance on them 
that know not God, and that obey not the 
gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ : who shall 
be punished with everlasting destruction from 
the presence of the Lord, and from the glory 
of his power — ^when he shall come to be glo- 
rified in his saints, and to be admired in all 
them that believe," ^ Thess. i. 6-ia. To the 
coming of our Lord Jesus Christ, or till the 
time of the Christian's departure from this 
world, he? can be ** preserved blameless" or 
live in the enjoyment of entire sanctifica- 
tion. 

The word " blameless" signifies to be inno- 
cent, guiltless, or without fault. The same 
word is used in the third chapter of this epis- 
tle, verses 12,13: " And the Lord make you 
to increase and abound in love one toward 
another, and toward all men, even as we do 
toward you, to the end that he may establish 
your hearts unblameable in holiness before 
God, even our Father, at the coming of our 
Lord Jesus Christ with all his saints," That 
a Chri&tian may, hy Divine grace,, maintain 
purity of character through all the changing 
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circumgtances of life, is evident from the re- 
cord given of Zacharias and Elizabeth. 
" They were both righteons before God, walk- 
ing in all the commandments and ordinances 
of the Lord blameless," Luke i. 6. " None 
being able," says Dr. Clarke, "to lay any 
evil to their charge. They were as exem- 
plary and conscientious in the discharge of 
their religious duties as they were in the dis- 
charge of the offices of civil life. What a sa- 
cred pair ! they made their duty to God, to 
their neighbours, and to themselves, walk 
constantly hand in hand." Now, if it were 
possible lor these venerable saints to carry 
out the principle of universal holiness in 
their secular affairs as well as in their reli- 
gious worship ; so may we live in a state of 
freedom from moral evil amidst the trials of 
the present life ; for God hath said, " My 
grace is sufficient for thee ; for my strength 
is made perfect in thy weakness ;" and his 
" faithfulness is unto all generations," Psa. 
cxix. 90. 

He is able to preserve us hlamelesi in the va- 
riom circumstances in which we are placed. 
Some have thought otherwise, and have re- 
tired into dens, or caves, or convents, from 
the bustle and care of business, and the temp- 
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tations and allurements of the world, that 
they might be more fully devoted to God. 
But this is contrary to the teachings of our 
Lord Jesus in his sermon on the mount : 
" Ye are the salt of the earth. — ^Ye are the 
light of the world. — Let your light so 
shine before men, that they may see your 
good works and glorify your Father which is 
in heaven." But if we give up business and 
seclude ourselves from society, how can we 
be thp " salt of the earth," or the " light of 
the world ?" For the preservation of his pri- 
mitive disciples, and for their successors also, 
he prayed, saying, **I pray not that thou 
shouldest take them out of the world, but 
that thou shouldest keep them from the 
evil. Neither pray I for these alone, but for 
them also which shall believe on me through 
their word." Of the possibility of being pre- 
served from moral evil, amidst the business 
transactions of this life, we are not left with- 
out examples in the Holy Scriptures. Of this 
class, Joseph appears to be one, both in low 
and in elevated circumstances. When he 
was intrusted with the government of Egypt, 
and had to prepare store-houses in every 
city, for the vast increase of com ; and when 
the famine came, and he had to supply the 
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whole kingdom and the neighhouring coun- 
tries from his store-houses, still, in all his 
business transactions, he maintained his in- 
tegrity, for the Lord was with him. Indeed, 
in the chain of his pious character there ap- 
pears to be no link of inconsistency: he was 
the same in youth, mature years, and the de- 
cline of life. When his brethren were fear- 
ful, after the death of their father, lest Joseph 
should crush and destroy them, he said, 
" Fear ye not ; I will nourish you and your 
little ones. And he comforted them, and 
spake kindly unto them." A similar testi- 
mony is given of the moral greatness of 
Daniel during the several reigns of Nebu- 
chadnezzar, Belshazzar, Darius, and Cyrus. 
On his first advancement, we behold him 
faithfully warning the haughty tyrant, Nebu- 
chadnezzar, saying, " Break off thy sins by 
righteousness, and thine iniquities by shew- 
ing mercy to the poor." A similar proof, he 
gave of his integrity and faithfulness in the 
service of his God, when called to interpret 
the handwriting against Belshazzar. And in 
the reign of Darius, when his enemies endea- 
vored to bring some charge against him, as 
he was intrusted with the management of 
public affairs, but they candidly confessed. 
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'* We shall not find any occasion against thij 
Daniel, except we find it against him con 
ceming the law of his God." And Dariui 
himself was not ignorant of the purity anc 
consistency of his character, for he said imU 
Daniel, ere he was cast into the lion's den 
" Thy God, whom thou servest continually 
he will deliver thee." The God who sua 
tained these worthy servants of his, in th< 
various circumstances of this life, can sustau 
us ; for he hath said, *.' Fear thou not, for ] 
am with thee ; he not dismayed, for I am thi 
God : I will strengthen thee ; yea, I will helj 
thee : yea, I will uphol^ thee with the righ 
hand of my righteousness,*' Isa. xli. 10. 

He is able to preserve us blameless, thoitgh wt 
be exposed to numerous and powerful temptations 
for " when the enemy shall come in like i 
flood, the Spirit of the Lord shall lift up i 
standard against him," Isa. lix. 19. Th( 
Prince of hell may suggest that were you tc 
receive the hlessing of entire holiness, yor 
could not retain it; and a thousand othei 
temptations he may bring to your minds 
but, remember, he cannot force you. " There 
hath no temptation taken you but such as i: 
conmion to man : but God is faithful, wh( 
will not suffer you to be tempted above tha 
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ye are able ; but will with the temptation 
also make a way to escape, that ye may be 
able to bear it," 1 Cor. x. 13. And to en- 
courage us in our moral conflicts, we are told 
that our Lord was " in all points tempted 
like as we are, yet without sin," Heb. iv. 16. 
As he came from the field of conflict unim- 
paired in his moral greatness, he is " able to 
succour them that are tempted ;" and give 
them the victory in every engagement. With 
his aid, we need not fear any danger, any 
temptation, any enemy ; for " if God be for 
us who can be against us?** Rom. viii. 31. 
Of the power of Divine grace to sustain, we 
have a striking illustration in the history of 
Job. He was "a perfect and an upright 
man, one that feared God and eschewed evil," 
and "there was none like him in all the 
earth." This dignified man was envied by 
the Prince of hell, who obtained permission 
to try him to the utmost. Eead the accoimt 
of his heavy losses and dreadful calamities, 
one coming on the heels of another. But 
" in all this" — this total loss of his property, 
the sudden bereavement of his children — 
*' Job sinned not, nor charged God foolishly." 
" In this," says Dr. Clarke, " Satan was ut- 
terly disappointed; he found a man who 
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loved his God more than his earthly portioHr 
This was a rare case even in the experience 
of the devil." That same Almighty arm 
which upheld Joh and others, can uphold us 
in all our trials and hereavements. Yea 
''they that trust in the Lord shall be as 
Mount Zion, which cannot be moved, but 
abideth for ever. As the mountains are 
round about Jerusalem, so the Lord is round 
about his people from henceforth, even for 
ever," Psa. cxxr. 1, 2. 

That he is able and wUUng to preserve us 
blameless y is a truth which cannot he questioned , 
for he "is able to subdue all things unto 
himself." " He is able to save to the utter- 
most ;" and to " bring into captivity every 
thought to the obedience of Christ." If he 
created all things that are in heaven and that 
are on earth, visible and invisible, whether 
they be thrones, or dominions, or principali- 
ties, or powers;" and if he upholdeth all 
things by the word of his power, why should 
any doubt his ability to preserve the soul in 
a state of purity to tbe " day of redemption?" 
And if he is so attentive to the material part 
of his productions, will he not much more, 
attend to the spiritual part, as the properties 
of spirit are of a higher order than those of 
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matter ? Yes ; he will ; for " he maketh his 
angels spirits/* and gathereth around his 
throne in heaven the " spirits of just men 
made perfect." His willingness is also to 
he inferred from the holiness of his nature, 
the henevolence of his disposition, and the 
abundance of his promises. And not only 
may it he inferred, but it is emphatically de- 
clared ; " For this is the will of God, even 
your sanctification," 1 Thess.' iv. 3. Why, 
then, should any of us doubt the ability and 
willingness of God to preserve us blameless ? 
for he can do for us " exceeding, abundantly, 
above all that we can ask or think, according 
to the power that worketh in us," Eph, iii. 
19, 20. " Now imto him that is able to keep 
you from falling, and to present you faultless 
before the presence of his glory with exceed- 
ing joy, to the only wise God our Saviour, be 
glory and majesty, dominion and power, both 
now and for ever. Amen," Jude 24, 26. 

He is able to preserve ils blameless, if we faith- 
faUy attend to all the appointed means of grace. 
Our attainment of full salvation does not render 
the means of grace less necessary, but leads 
us to appreciate them more highly, and, con- 
sequently, attend to them more diligently 
and punctually. As we received Christ 
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JeauB the Lord, ao we mnat walk in him. 
Col. ii. 6. Did we not receive him in answer 
to fervent and believing prayer? So oi^ht 
we^to " walk by the same rule, and mind the 
same things." 8t Paul saw it necessaij 
thus to live in humble dependence upon his 
God, and thus expressed himself, " The life 
which I now live in the flesh, I live hj faith 
in the Son of God, who loved me and gave 
himself for the." He likewise tanght the 
Ghristjans of Thessalonica that the blessing 
of entire sanctiflcatjon coold neither be re- 
ceived nor retained without a due obserrance 
of the means of grace. Hear what he says : 
" Let us watch and be sober ; put on the 
breastplate of faith and love, and for an hel- 
met, the hope of salvation. Comfort your- 
selves together, and edify one another, even 
as ye also do. And we beseech you, breth- 
ren, to know them which labor among yon, 
and are overyon in the Lord, and admonish yon. 
And be at peace among yourselves. Bqoice 
evarmore. Pray vdthout ceasing. Quench not 
the Spirit. Despise not prophesyings. Prove 
all things : hold fast that which is good. Ab- 
stain &om all appearance of evil. And Hie 
very God of peace sanctify you wholly," 
"Here we have," says M, Henry, " diven 



CAN BE iOSTAINED. 79 

short exhortations, that will not burthen our 
memories, but will be of great use to direct 
the motions of our hearts and lives." One 
principal duty here inculcated, is unceasing 
prayer. By believing prayer we have access 
to God, who enaMes us to perform every 
duty incumbent upon us, to " rejoice ever- 
more, and in every thing give thanks." 

The closet wiU frequently witneaa our inter- 
eon/rse with God. It is there we can more 
fully tell him our sorrows and trials, our 
cares and fears, and receive grace to help in 
time of need. Private prayer is one of the 
best means of maintaining and increasing the 
spint of devotion and purity : without it, the 
intercourse will, at once, be checked, inter- 
rupted, and broken oflT. When we retire into 
our closets, the world, with its vanities and 
vexations, recede, our affections are raised to 
things above, and we hold sweet fellowship 
with the Father and with his Son Jesus 
Christ. Such communion produces a desire 
to be more like God ; and then our prayer 
is, " I beseech thee, show me thy glory." In 
this happy state, we stand as on the top of 
Pisgah surveying our future home, where we 
shall see him face to face, and have unbro- 
ken friendship with him for ever. A pious 



80 BNTIRE SANOTIFICATrON 

lady having derived so much encouragement 
and advantage by attending to this duty, said, 
" I would not be hired out of my closet for a 
thousand worlds.*, Lord, help us to attend 
to this private duty. 

But our devotions must not be confiiied to the 
closet: we must carry them into the famihf. 
Family devotion is a necessary and an im- 
portant branch of duty. Such was the view 
of Joshua when he said, " As for me and my 
house we will serve the Lord ;" and such is 
the view of every one who is fully consecrated 
to God. He knows that which is essential 
to his own happiness is essential to the hap- 
piness of his household ; therefore, he feels 
deeply concerned for their spiritual and eter- 
nal welfare ; and calls them together at stated 
times for the worship of God. Then he, as 
the priest of his own house, expresses his 
gratitude to God for the innumerable benefits 
and mercies which he and his family have 
received, and solicits a continuance of the 
same ; but especially he prays that he and 
his family may be preserved from moral evil, 
and raised to the full enjoyment of all the 
blessings of the gospel of peace. This has 
ever been the practice of the best of men 
God said of Abraham, '< I know him, that he 
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will command his children and his household 
after him, and they shall keep the way of the 
Lord, to do justice and judgment; that the 
Lord may bring upon Abraham, that which 
he hath spoken of him," Gen. xviii. 19. In 
the performance of this duty there are a thou- 
sand benefits ; but in particular it secures 
the approval of God ; for " he blesseth the 
habitation of the just." 

And would we keep up Ihe holy fire within us, 
we must not neglect the social tneetings for 
prayer ; for God has commanded us to " pray 
one for another ;" to pray that the kingdom 
of Christ may come — to pray that the Spirit 
may be poured out from on high ; and, in 
fact, to " pray for all men." And to encou- 
rage us in our social prayers, our Lord says, 
that " if two of you shall agree on earth as 
touching anything they shall ask, it shall be 
done for them of my Father which is in hea- 
ven." And St. James tells us that "the 
eflectual fervent prayer of a righteous man 
availeth much." Of the efficacy of fervent 
prayer, we have many instances in the Holy 
Scriptures : the prayer of Abraham was heard 
for Abimelech ; the prayer of Moses was 
heard for Israel ; the prayer of Elijah was 
heard at Mount Cannel for rain to water the 
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earth; and the prayer of the Canaanitish 
woman was heard for her daughter; and 
other instances could he adduced. 

** wcaidxoiis power of fkitfifhl ptajer I 

Whftt toDsne cia tall th« Almi^kty grace } 
Go^s hands or boood or open are. 

As Moses or Elijah prays: 
Let Moses in the Spirit groan, 
And God cries out, ' Let me alone T " 

Having so many instances of prevailing 
prayer, we may come holdly nnto the throne 
of grace, and ask and have ; for the Apostle 
says, *' My God shall supply all your need 
according to his riches in glory by Christ 
Jesus," PhiL iv. 19. 

The renewed Christian aiso lovee to aUend o' 
the public minittry of God's word. On eae' 
returning Sabbath, he is found, if possibL 
in the house of God, and eminently " in tl 
spirit" on that day. His language is, ' 
love the habitation of thy house, and t 
place where thine honor dweUeth." Nor < 
he forget the last injunction of his dy 
Lord: ''Do this in remembrance of r 
Therefore he is found at the sacrame 
table, and takes a view of his Saviou 
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Gethsemane and on Calyary, and then ex- 
claims, — 

** Lamb of God ! wai ever pain, 
Wa8>Ter love like thine r 

Animated by this great principle of love, he 

feels a pleasure in searching the Scriptures, 

and attending to all other religious duties ; 

then his path is that of the just, " that shin- 

eth more and more unto the perfect day.'' 

" "Wherefore, brethren, give diligence to 

make your calling and election sure : for if 

ye do these things, ye shall never fall," 9 
Pet. i. 10. 

How desirable that aU professing Christians 
shoidd he fully sanctified and preserved blame- 
less. Then would they manifest pure affec- 
tion to each other, and be burning and shin- 
ing lights. Yea, filled with the love of God, 
they would be prompted to exertions of bene- 
volence and self-denial to save souls, and 
Christianity would run like spreading fires. 
Then would Christians indeed be " the salt 
of the earth" and " the light of the world,'* 
and, like Paul, they could say to others, 
" Those things which ye have both learned, 
and received and heard, and seen in me, do" 
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" Brethren, whatsoever things are tme, i 
soever thinga are honeat, whatsoever tt 
&rejmt, whatsoever things are pure, wh 
ever things are Umely, whatsoever thing 
of good rtpoH ; if there be any virtue, if ( 
he any praUe, think on these things." 
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THE CHRISTIAN BELIEVER ENCOURAGED 
TO EXPECT ENTIBTE SANOTIFICATION. 



PBA.TEB IS TRB DITINBLT-AP^OINTSD MITHOD WKKIE- 
BT im OAK COMB TO GOD — PAUL CAMB TO GOD IN 
THIS 'VfAY — WB ABB BMCOUBAOBD TO COMB BT THB 
OBAOIO'Uf OHABAOTBB OF GOD — HB 18 TBB TBBT 
GOD OP PBAOB — THB ATTTHOB OP PBACB — HAS SBT 
Oir POOT A TBBATT OP PBAOB — BBMABXS ON THIS 
PBBPAOB TO THB APOSTLB'S PBATBB — BNC0T7BAGBD 
BT mB CALLING OP GOD— IT IS A HOLT CALLING 
—A HIGH CALLING — A GBNBBAL CALLING— BNC0T7- 
BAOBB BT THB FAITHPULNX88 OP GOD — THIS IN- 
SPIBBD THB PATBIABCHB) PBOPHBTS, AND OTBBBS 
— ^HN60T7BAGED BT TBB POSITIYB DBCLABATION, HB 

"will DO rr" — when and how? — thb benbficial 

BBBULTS OP BNTIBB 8ANCTIPICATI0N. 

The Apostle prayed that " tlie very God 
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of peace would wholly sanctify" the Thessa- 
lonians, and then '' preserve them blameless 
unto the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ." 
Prayer is the Divinely-appointed method 
whereby we can come to God, that we may 
obtain mercy, and find grace to help in time 
of need. It implies a belief in the willing- 
ness of the Divine Being to receive us gra- 
ciously and love us freely. Observe, how he 
comes forth to meet us, and invites us to 
meet him — a proof that he is accessible and 
kindly disposed, and tBat, however our sins 
may have separated between him and us, 
however they may have gathered as a thick 
cloud around us, the gulph is not impassable 
— the cloud may be scattered and dispersed. 
" God hath in these last days spoken unto 
us by his Son," saying, " Come unto me, all 
ye that labor and are heavy laden, and I will 
give you rest." 

Paul presented his prayer to "the very 
God of peace." But will the " God of peace" 
regard rebellious man ? Will he who is pure 
and holy allow vile and polluted man to ap- 
proach him ? Will he who is from everlast- 
ing to everlasting permit man, a creature of 
a day, to draw near to him ? O yes : hear 
the testimony of Jehovah himself: *<For 
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thus saith the high and lofty one that inha- 
biteth eternity, whose name is Holy, I dwell 
in the high and holy place ; and with him 
also that is of a contrite and humble spirit 
to revive the spirit of the humble, and to re- 
vive the heart of the contrite ones." We 
have not only his testimony, but every attri- 
bute of his nature inspires us with confidence 
to come to him. He is omnipresent, and 
therefore ever nigh at hand to help ; he is 
omniscient, and therefore knoweth our infir- 
mities before we ask, and our ignorance while 
asking; he is omnipotent, and therefore 
" able to do exceeding abundantly above all 
that we can ask or think ;" he is merciful, 
and therefore ever ready to forgive the hum- 
ble penitent offender ; he is the ** God of all 
grace," and therefore he waits to bestow un- 
merited favors on all them tliat come unto 
him ; he is " the very God of peace," and 
therefore he is imdisturbed amidst all the 
commotions in the world, and seeks to pro- 
mote peace upon earth and goodwill toward 
men ; he is the true God, and therefore will 
not fail to perform all that he has promised. 
Here there is an abundance of encouragement 
to draw near to God ; but his character as 
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the God of peace demands our present atten- 
tion. 

First, We are encouraged by considerations of 
the gracious character of God : he is " the very 
God of peace." 

In reference to himself , he is always calm and 
happy. As he is infinite in all his moral and 
natural attrihutes, he has the satisfaction of 
witnessing all his arrangements accomplish 
his grand designs. By his natural attributes 
we are to understand those qualities which 
belong to God in the sense of infinitude, and 
which belong to no other being, as eternity , 
omnipresence, and omnipotence; and by his 
moral attributes, we are to understand those 
qualities which belong to God, and for which 
we find some analogy in ourselves, as justice, 
wisdom, and benevolence. As these perfections 
always harmonize in the doings of the great 
God, he can never have any regrets or dis- 
tress of mind from a failure in anything that 
he purposes ; therefore he is " the very God 
of peace." 

^Deep in unfathomable minei 
Of neyer-foiling skilly 
He treasures up his bright designs, 
4.nd works his sovereign will." 
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He is " the very God of peace ;" that is, he 
remains cabu and undisturbed amidst the 
conflicting and alarming things of this world. 
Famines, earthquakes, or pestilential di- 
seases may suddenly sweep thousands of our 
fellow beings to their graves, and spread 
terror through the land ; or nations may rise 
i^ainst nations — thousands stand in battle 
array against thousands, until multitudes 
welter in their blood — splendid cities become 
heaps of ruins — and whole empires in agita- 
tation are fearful of their dreadful destiny ; 
but nothing can interrupt the calm tranqui- 
lity of his mind. He is above all, and supe- 
rior to all, and able to control all, and make 
all subserve his own purposes and further 
his own designs. " All nations before him 
are as nothing ; are counted to him less than 
nothing and vanity." " The Lord, the Crea- 
tor of the ends of the earth fainteth not, nei- 
ther is weary." 

** But thou, Eternal Lord of life divine, 
In youth immortal shalt for ever shine ! 
No change shall darken thy exalted name, 
From everlasting ages still the same.'* 

In re/e7'ence to us, he is " the v&ty God of 
peace" He is the Author of peace, tlie Giver 
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of peace ; and he sent, for the redemption of 
the world, the Prmce of peace. There was a 
time when man had sweet communion and 
peace with God ; hut sin severed man from 
his God, and introduced hostility hetween 
heaven and earth, so that now man's nature 
is contrary to the nature of God, his will op- 
posed to the will of God, his affections alien- 
ated from God, and set upon the world. 
" The carnal mind is enmity against God," 
and that enmity is manifested by wicked 
works in a thousand acts of disobedience to 
the laws of God, Col. i. 21. Notwithstand- 
ing this hostility, the God of peace has de- 
vised a scheme, by the gift of his Son Jesus, 
whereby the enmity of the carnal mind may 
be subdued, and the revolted sons of Adam 
may be brought into willing subjection to 
their rightful Sovereign ; for " God was in 
Christ reconciling the world unto himself, not 
imputing their trespasses unto them." To 
whom then were they imputed ? How were 
the claims of justice met? In the sufferings 
of Christ. He suffered "the just for the 
unjust, that he might bring us to God.'* 
" He made peace through the blood of his 
cross." 
He hath also iet on foot a treaty of peace in 
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\hs ministry of the Gotpel, and sent out his 
lervants with the conditions of peace, and to 
tMseech poor rebels to lay down their arms 
iind accept mercy. Hear the statement of 
the Apostle, " Now then we are ambassadors 
for Christ, as though God did beseech you by 
08 : we pray you in Christ's stead be ye reeon- 
siled to God." Thank God ! some of us have 
dlready accepted the terms of reconciliation 
and have found peace with God through our 
Lord Jesus Christ." And peace shall become 
universal between nation and nation, family 
and family, and man and man. Happy day ! 
when animosity, discord, contentions, and 
wars shall cease ; and universal harmony and 
benevolence prevail through the world. It 
shall be so, for the mouth of the Lord hath 
spoken it — the blood of the atonement hath 
procured it — and the arm of omnipotence will 
bring it to pass. In the prospect of such a 
glorious revolution, well might angels sing 
their delightful song — " Glory to God in the 
highest, and on earth peace, good will toward 
men." 

These terms, " the very God of peace" seem 
to be a kind of preface to the Apostle's prayer. 
It appears to have been usual for the apos- 
tles to encourage themselves by some striking 
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expressions when drawing near to God in 
prayer. St. Peter addressed Imn as " the 
God of all grace." St. Paul, as " the God 
of peace," " of patience," " of hope," and 
*' of consolation ;" hut the term, " the very 
God of peace," appears to he one of the most 
comprehensive and encouraging. " The God 
of peace is the same," says Dr. Clarke, " as 
the God of all hlessedness, who has at his 
disposal all temporal and eternal good ; who 
loves mankind, and has provided for them a 
complete salvation." Such a view of the cha- 
racter of God cannot fail to inspire us with 
confidence when we draw nigh to him. If 
our help depended on the most confidential 
of our human friends, their ability might fall 
short of their willingness to render assistance 
in time of need. But the God of peace, in 
whom we trust, has infinite resources at his 
command-— all agencies at his disposal ; and 
of him St. Paul says **^My God shall supply 
all your need according to his riches in glory 
by Christ Jesus." Never, then, need we des- 
pair of obtaining the blessings promised, es- 
pecially the blessing of sanctification. 

Secondly, We are encouraged by the caUing 
or invitation of the God of peace to seek a fvU 
mlvation^ 
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The God of peace calls us. What infinite 
condescension to worthless rebels ! He calls 
us, that is, he tries by various ways to arrest 
our attention and engage our affections. He 
conveys his calls by his word, his providence, 
and his Spirit. Thui by his powerful and 
penetrating voice, he has made us feel and 
tremble, particularly in tho house of God, so 
that we have seen more fully the will of God 
concerning us, and have been quickened to 
follow " holiness without which no man shall 
see the Lord." Not less touching and sub- 
duing are his calls by his Son Jesus whom 
he sent from heaven to heal the broken- 
hearted, and to preach deliverance to the cap- 
tives. Listen to a few of the moving and 
elevating words of Jesus, ** Come unto me, 
all ye that labor and are heavy laden, and I 
will give you rest ;" " Be ye therefore per- 
fect, even as your Father which is in heaven 
is perfect ;" " Blessed are the pure in heart, 
for they shall see God." These and other 
sayings of Jesus have arrested our attention, 
won our hearts, and inspired us to seek a 
conformity to his moral likeness, that where 
he is, we may be also. 

It is "a hoh/ calling" or a call to the en- 
joyment and possession of holiness. To pro- 

El "a 
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mote our holiness is tlie design of God in 
all his operations. And to stimulate us to 
pursue this moral excellence, he has exhibited 
himself as a model for our imitation, '' Ye 
shall be holy ; for I the Lord your God am 
holy." This was likewise the great end of 
apostolic preaching : " We preach Christ in 
you," says Paul, " the hope of glory ; warn- 
ing every man, and teaching every man in all 
wisdom, that we may present every man per- 
fect in Christ Jesus." 

It is "a high calling,*' Not only in refer- 
ence to the dignity of him from whom it 
emanates, but especially as it is designed to 
elevate us to the full enjoyment of Christi- 
anity here, and to lift us up to associate with 
the spotless before the throne of the Eternal 
for ever and ever. " The God of all grace," 
says St. Peter, " hath called us to this eternal 
glory by Christ Jesus." 

Thank God! these unspeakable blessings, of 
happiness here and hereafter, are offered to 
all. Whosoever will may come — may come 
now. A fiill salvation is provided for all- 
it is oflfered to all — it is free for all. Let the 
young and the aged come ; the sick and the 
healthy come ; let the poor and the wealthy 
come ; let the Jew and the Gentile come ; 
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let all people and realms of every tongue 
come to Christ. 

« Come all the world, come, uDner thou, 
All things in Christ are ready now." 

Let US never doubt the attainableness of this 
free and full salvation ; for God " spared not 
his own Son, but delivered him up for us all ; 
and how shall he not with him also freely give 
us all things ?'* " All things" — pardon, peace, 
and holiness here, and heaven, with all its 
glory, honor, and immortality hereafter. 
"All things" — ** abundantly above all that 
we can ask or think." " Freely give us all 
things" — " Freely," without reluctance ; he 
is ready to give, meets us with his favors : 
and freely, without recompence, without mo- 
ney, and without price. Now, then, the way 
is clear — God is accessible — his fulness is ac- 
cessible through Jesus Christ. Let us press 
into it : " all things are possible to him that 
believeth." 

Thirdly, We are encouraged also by the faith- 
ftdnesB of God, " Faithful is he that calleth 
you who also will do it." 

" Faithfulness," says the Rev. W. Cooke, 
'* is an element of holiness, and it must exist 
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in the Deity in absolute perfection ; for as he 
both knows and loves the truth, he must de- 
light in conforming all his conduct thereto. 
Hence the disposition which prompts to un- 
changing fidelity, and secures the fulfilment 
of all his promises and covenant ei^age- 
ments." 

So important is this principle, that there 
could be no happiness in the Tvorld without 
it. Without it all our enjoyments would 
seem to hang in suspense before our eyes, 
and safety and quiet could never be attiuued. 
But for the promotion of the general order 
and happiness of mankind, God has formed 
in our nature a respect for the faithful and 
a disrespect for the unfaithful. Even thieves 
and robbers deem it necessary to be futh&l 
to each other in order to accomplish their 
wicked designs. If faithfulness is necessary 
among mankind for the general good of the 
world, how much more is tbis attribute in- 
dispensable in the character of God, upon 
whom all beings depend ? That this is one 
of his attributes, we have innumerable proofs 
in the operations of providence and of grace. 
His faithfulness is so prominently manifested 
in the general order of nature, in the revolu- 
tions of the heavenly bodira, in the sncces- 
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sion of seasons, and in the laws of animal 
and vegetable productions, that his intelligent 
creatures, on these points, have no doubt as 
to him. K in the works of nature we have 
an unshaken confidence in God, why not 
have a similar confidence in his works of 
grace, as revealed in the sacred Book ? " Thy 
faithfulness is unto all generations," Psa. 
cxix. 90. " Thy faithfulness," says Dr. 
Clarke, " is that which binds thee to accom- 
plish the promises made. And this shall be 
not for an age merely, but from generation 
to generation ; for thy promises refer to the 
whole duration of time." His promises flow 
freely from his changeless inclination to bes- 
tow benefits, and delight in the exercise of 
goodness. These promises can never be 
made in haste or unadvisedly, nor can any 
circumstances prevent their accomplishment. 
" He," says R. Watson, *• cannot want the 
power to fulfil his promises, because he is 
omnipotent, he cannot promise beyond hifir 
ability to make good, because his fulness is 
infinite ; finally, * he cannot deny himself,'^ 
because * he is not man that he should lie, 
nor the son of man that he should repent '^ 
and thus every promise which he has made 
is guaranteed, as well by his natural attri- 
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fancea of wisdom, po^vo*. snd anffifiigiMT-, as 
b^ his po&cc moral zecnaide." I^ &era- 
iiBBv ^v^ cnmadtw God'^ W<Kd as declaring or 
promiszij^ to us certain. boii^tSy its alwohrte 
tmdL is confirmed to us bv the tnuk of the 
Drfine nature ha^f. 

7%tf fmukptbun of God mtu the yrtmd cotui* 
dtrOtko^ mkiek hupired the patriagrhs^ propkettj 
mmd elkgny of whom, die world was noc worthj 
to p^fbrm by fdth sack mightr deeds as are 
raeorded by St. Paul in bis episde to the 
Hebrews. Afcer giving ns a long list of 
futhfol ones, he states, ^ The time wonld 
fidl me to tell of Gideon, and of Barak, and 
of Sampson, and of Jephtha : of Darid also, 
and Samoel, and of the prophets: who 
tliiongh faith snbdoed kingdoms, wrought 
righteoosness, obtained promises, stopped 
the mouths of lions, quenched the Tiolenee 
of fire, escaped the edge of the sword, out of 
weakness were made strong, waxed Taliant in 
fight, turned to flight the armies of the 
aliens." Of Abraham it is said, that <' He 
staggered not at the promise of God through 
unbelief, but was strong in faith, giving glory 
i/o God: and being fully persuaded, that 
Mrhat ho had promised, he was also able to 
perform." On his faithfulness we may rest 
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with perfect safety. Under the shadow of 
this rock, let me sit do\Mi with unspeakable 
delight. Confidence in this perfection of 
Jehovah is indispensable. " For he that 
cometh to God, must believe that he is, and 
that he is a rewarder of them that diligently 
seek him," 

« His every word of grace is strong 
As that which built the skies; 
The voice that rolls the stars along 
Speaks all the promises." 

Fourthly, — We are encouraged by the positive 
declaration f he ** will do it ;" that is, he will 
sanctify us wholly. His will concerning our 
entire holiness, we are not left to infer from 
his own moral nature, or from his general 
laws, but he has fully and repeatedly made it 
known in the sacred book. To pray, there- 
fore, to be freed from all iniquity is not only 
in accordance with his revealed will, but he 
has assured us by many great and precious 
promises that he " will do it." This is the 
confidence that we have in him," says the 
Apostle, " that if we ask anything according 
to his will, he heareth us." And his readi- 
ness to hear is recorded : — " While they are 
yet speaking I will hear ;" or " I will do it," 
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Now, then, on the promise of his willingness^ 
a promise founded on the immutahility of 
his Divine nature, we may depend. All that 
is now requisite is an earnest effort to realize 
the blessing by faith in the blood of the 
atonement. Jesus says, " If thou canst 
believe, all things are possible to him that 
believeth." Here, then, is the condition on 
which our holiness depends, — believing. 
Now let us venture on Christ ; all the pro- 
mises are "yea and Amen" to them that 
believe." Let us not stagger at the promise 
through unbelief; but confidently expect 
that he will now destroy the last remains of 
sin by the breath of his mouth ;" and our 
expectations shall not be cut off, " Faith- 
ful is he that calleth you, who also will 
do it." 

** The thing surpasses all my thought, 
.But faithful is my Lord; 
Through unhclief I stagger not, 
For God hath spoke the word." 

He " will do it'* BiU when and how will he 
do it? are the impoi'tant questions. These ques- 
tions are fully answered in the following quo- 
tation from the venerable Wesley : — ** But 
does God work this great work in the goul 
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gradually or instantaneously? Perhaps it 
may be gradually T^rought in some ; I mean 
in this sense, they do not advert to the parti- 
cular moment wherein sin ceases to be. But 
it is infinitely desirable, were it the will of 
God, that it should be done instantaneously : 
that the Lord should destroy sin *by the 
breath of his mouth,' in a moment, in the 
twinkling of an eye. And so he generally 
does : a plain fact, of which there is evidence 
enough to satisfy any unprejudiced person. 
ThoUf therefore, look for it every moment ^ 
Look for it in the way above described ; in 
all those good works whereunto thou art 
' created anew in Chiist Jesus.' There is no 
danger ; you can be no worse, if you are no 
better for that expectation. For were you to 
be disappointed of your hope, still you lose 
nothing, But you shall not be disappointed 
of your hope ; it will come, and will not 
tarry. Look for it, then, every day, every 
hour, every moment ? Why not this hour 
— this moment ? Certainly, you may look 
for it now, if you believe it is by faith. 
And by this token you may surely know whe" 
ther you seek it by fkith or by works. If by 
works you want something to be done first, 
hefere you are sanctified. You think I must 
first he or do thus ox tih^is. T!\vsvi ^<5V5l «x^ 
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seeking it by works unto this daj. If you 
seek it by faith, you may expect it aa you a/rt ; 
and if as you are, then expect it no\». It is 
of importance to obserre, that there is an inse* 
parable connexion between these three points 
—expect it by faith; expect it as you are; 
expect it now 1 To deny one of them is to 
deny them all. To allow one, is to allow 
them all. Do you believe we are sanctified 
by faith ? Be true, then, to your principle, 
and look for this blessing, just as you are, 
neither better nor worse ; as a poor sinner 
that has still nothing to pay, nothing to 
plead but Christ died. And if you look for 
it as you are, then expect it now. Stay for 
nothing ; why should you ? Christ is ready ; 
and he is all you want. He is waiting for 
you; he is at the door! Let your inmost 
soul cry out, 

« Come in, oome in, thou hearenly guest ! 
Nor hence again remoye; 
But gup with me, and let the feast 
Be eyerlasting love." 

Were the Christian church wholly sanctified, 
how amiable would her members appear in the 
estimation of observers. They would appear as 
trees of righteousness, rooted in love, and 
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bringing forth the fruits of the Spirit, to the 
praise and glory of God. What a command* 
ing influence the church would exert on 
sinners, and many might be drawn to her 
courts ! Purity renders her rictorious and 
prosperous. It is her life, her soul, her 
power. Then let every Christian follow 
" holiness, without which no man shall see 
the Lord ;" holiness of heart and life. " If 
ye do these things ye shall never fall : for so 
an entrance shall be ministered unto you 
abundantly into the everlasting kingdom of 
our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ." 

Holy living secures a glorious and victorious^ 
mid. It has frequently been remarked, that, 
" The more devoutly a man has spent his 
days, the more he has walked in the light of 
Divine assurance, and the more triumphantly 
he has left the world." Influenced by these 
considerations, let us go on to perfection, 
aspire after a higher state of holiness ; for- 
getting the things which are behind, and 
reaching forth to those things which are 
before ; go from strength to strength, and 
waxing stronger and stronger, then our path 
will be that of the just, which " is as the 
shining light, that shineth more and more 
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unto the perfect day ;" and then at the close 
of life it will be said, " Mark the perfect 
man, and behold the upright : for the end o: 
that man is peace." 




«r. PABBOTT, PBINTER, BBIGGATE, LEEDS. 



BY THE SAME ATTTnOR, 

^qipfurif ^n^&tms fori <^nmilm 

Second Thousand, neatly Bound in Cloth, 28. 



R4v%ew8 and Eeeommendations, 

*' Tho * Scripture Questions' by Mr. A. Worsnop 
are well calculated for the use of young dicsiples of 
Christ, of Sabbath. School Teachers and Scholars, and 
of persons of riper years, whose book-purchasing 
means are small, and who wish to store their minds 
with scriptural knowledge at a light cost and in an 
easy manner."— J^av. /. Fle9her, 

" Dear Worsnop, — Your book of * Scripture Ques- 
tions' has my unqualified approbation. I think it 
well adapted to adyanoe the Bible information of those 
parties for whose benefit it is specially intended."*— 
Bev, W, Sandarton, 

" Mr. Worsnop' s * Scripture Questions' are, at 
least, equal to those published under the sanction of 
the ^Beligious Tract Society,' but the addition of 
' Notes,' or practical reflectiona^ render them of supe- 
rior value. 

" By a prudent use of Mr. W's. • Notes,* the duties 
of Parents and Sunday School Teachers in imparting 
religious instruction will be agreeably and profitably 
yaried." — JBw. 7. Brownaon, 



<<For cateobetical instmction, aiid especially fox 
those persons whose book-knowledge is limited, whe- 
ther in schools or families, I cordially recommend 
your ' Scripture Questions.' " — Bev^ TF*. Oamer, 

** The exercises are judicious and suggestiye ; and 
we cordially recommend them as well adapted to assist 
the pious teacher or parent in communicating scrip- 
tural knowledge to the children under their care." — 
£ev. W, Cooh^ Author of '' ThHotei," ** Chriatian 
Theohgy" &e. 

** This is a book of great and substantial excellence, 
which may be rendered remarkably useful by the judi- 
cious parent, pastor, or teacher. In a copious preface 
the author expatiates in a very instructive manner on 
the best method of conducting Bible or select classes, 
after which he proceeds with 260 pages of Questions 
on well-selected texts. The book, while adapted to be 
useful for purposes of tuition, maybe very beneficially 
used for private study."— 7. CampbeUf D,D, 

London: Ward and Co., Paternoster Bow; B. 
Davies, Conference Offices, Sutton-street, Oommeroial- 
roady East ; and all Booksellers. 



A FUNEEAL SERMON for the late 
Mr. H. BOURNE 4d. 

A LECTURE on the INTRODUC- 
TION of CHRISTIANITY into 
ENGLAND ,. 3d. 

THE PROTESTANT REFORMA- 
TION and the REFORMERS 2d. 

WOMAN — Her Position and Mission 3d. 

A NEW CHARTER, for aU Politicians 9d. 

An ESSAY on the FOREKNOW- 
LEDGE of GOD 9d. 

London : R. Davies, Conference Offices, 
Sutton street, Commercial-road, East ; and 
of all Primitive Methodist Ministers. 



THE PRIMITIVE PULPIT, Vol. II., is 
now ready, price 3s. 6d, edited by the Rev. 
W. ANTLIFF. 

London : J. B. Cook, Warwick-lane, Pater- 
noster-row; or at the Primitive Methodist 
Book-room. 



^ nl< • •^^ •« 



i 



